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What’s it all about? 
Ten Ten International exists to promote activity on the 
10 Meter band. 

 
That’s it... 



 
 

Background 
1945 – FCC established Citizens Band Radio 

1958 – FCC created the 27Mhz Citizens Band 

Class D radio service using 23 channels, 22 of which were 
taken from the 11 Meter ham band.  

Part of the FCC’s reasoning was that hams weren’t using the 
11 Meter band sufficiently often – failure to use it = lose it! 
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Background 
1945 – FCC established Citizens Band Radio 

1958 – FCC created the 27Mhz Citizens Band 

Class D radio service using 23 channels, 22 of which were 
taken from the 11 Meter ham band. (BOO!) 

Part of the FCC’s reasoning was that hams weren’t using the 
11 Meter band sufficiently often – failure to use it = lose it! 



 
 

Hams were nervous! 
If the public use of CB continued to grow, might we not be 
stripped of other frequencies?!? 

We lost the 11 meter Ham band; was the 10 meter band at 
risk? 

 

 



 
 

Hams were nervous! 
If the public use of CB continued to grow, might we not be 
stripped of other frequencies?!? 

We lost the 11 meter Ham band; was the 10 meter band at 
risk? 

1962 – An organization was formed in California by Irv, 

K5PWO to amplify interest in 10 Meters.  He and a few others 
founded what they called the “Ten Ten Net” in March. 

 



 
 

Origin 
The founders chose the name “Ten Ten Net” because they 

met daily at 10AM Pacific time on 10 Meters (28.800Mhz).  
“See you at 10 on 10..” 

Membership certificates were created for “Ten Ten Net of 
Southern California”.  Over time, as the movement spread 
outside California, it became “Ten Ten International” 

 



 
 

Growth 
As membership grew, local chapters and nets were formed in 
cities and towns everywhere. 

Propagation doesn’t always permit skip-based contacts so 

the local chapters kept things going with check-ins by local 
hams. 

The Ten Ten nets were social nets, not traffic nets. 



 
 

“Breaker Breaker 19” 
 

By the early ’70s, CB radio had become really, really popular. 

The FCC restricted use of CB to short-range communications 
with a maximum of 5 watts. 

 

 



 
 

“Breaker Breaker 19” 
 

By the early ’70s, CB radio had become really, really popular. 

The FCC restricted use of CB to short-range communications 
with a maximum of 5 watts. 

The FCC was unaware, apparently, of the ionosphere. 

 



 
 

“Breaker Breaker 19” 
 

By the early ’70s, CB radio had become really, really popular. 

The FCC restricted use of CB to short-range communications 
with a maximum of 5 watts. 

Frustrated wanna-be hams, with no interest in learning CW 
to get a ham ticket, decided to ignore all the rules and 
acquired high-power transmitters, rotary beam antennas and 
enjoyed DX (albeit illegally).   

 



 
 

1970s – CB influence 
As CB became more popular, ham interest grew in expanding 
the Ten-Ten Nets with conventions, contests, newsletters and 
other benefits to create interest. 

To keep interest high, most chapters created their own 
chapter certificates that could be earned by making contacts 
with chapter members. 

Collecting chapter certificates (called “paper-chasing”) 

became a bigger and bigger part of the hobby. 

 

 



 
 

1975 – The North Georgia Chapter 

Not to be left behind, a group of us in the Atlanta area 
created the North Georgia Chapter of Ten Ten International  
on August 1, 1975. 

Our net met Sundays at 1930Z (and still does).  We named 
our certificate the New South Award and bragged that it was 
the most beautiful.  It was. Still is... 

We presently have 2,242 members (past and present) who 
have New South Numbers from the North Georgia Chapter. 

 

 



 
 

OK; you have my 
interest. 

How can I play? 



 
 

How it works 
1) You work ten members of Ten Ten International 

(on Ten Meters, of course).  The member provides 
Callsign, Name, QTH and his/her 10-10 
number; you provide the date of contact. 

2) When you have collected ten 10-10 numbers 
you go to ten-ten.org and submit your list of 
10-10 contacts, include a small fee, and you’ll 

be assigned a 10-10 number of your own. 

3) Get on Ten Meters and work others! 



 
 

ten-ten.org 



 
 

NewSouthAward.com 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

Neanderthal Chapter 



 
 



 
 

The North Georgia Chapter 
10 10 International 

Join us every Sunday 

@ 1930Z year-’round 

28.415Mhz 
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And enjoy! 



 
 

How it works 
1) You work ten members of Ten Ten International 

(on Ten Meters, of course).  The member provides 
Callsign, Name, QTH and his/her 10-10 
number; you provide the date of contact. 

2) When you have collected ten 10-10 numbers 
you go to ten-ten.org and submit your list of 
10-10 contacts, include a small fee, and you’ll 

be assigned a 10-10 number of your own. 

3) Get on Ten Meters and work others! 



 
 



 
 


