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Welcome! 

 You may raise questions during the 
presentation, but due to the time 
limit and large amount of information 
I have to present, I may defer some 
questions. 



Background 

 Almost became a ham in 1965 when 
9 years old in the 3rd grade 

 Thank you GARS VE crew where all 
my tests were taken and passed 

 I like to operate my radios, and 
chase DX and other awards 



 One of the side-effects of operating 
your radio and keeping a log is that as 
you accumulate QSOs over time, and 
you can quality for many ham radio 
awards that are out there. You may not 
even know about all these possible 
awards. 

 Whether it be a certificate, or even just 
a special QSL card, it can be really fun 
to collect these awards.  Let’s look at 
the different types of awards you can 
collect, and provide some info to help 
you on your hunt! 



 There are awards for practically every 
operating mode:  SSB, CW, Digital and for 
every band!  There are awards for most 
contests usually by power level (>100W HP, 
<=100W LP, <=5W QRP are common) and 
operating class (Multi-OP, Single OP, Assisted 
or Un-Assisted. 

 There are special awards for contacting 
special event stations.  There are awards for 
contacting DXpeditions.  There are awards 
related to satellite contacts.  You just need to 
find out about these awards, and make the 
effort to apply for them. 

 Lets look at various awards out there. 



LoTW 

 One of the most popular online logging 
systems including awards (DXCC, WAS, 
VUCC, CQ WPX, CQ WAZ, National 
Parks on the Air, ARRL Grid Chase, 
3830 State QSO Parties, various ARRL 
sponsored contests including Field 
Days).  It is free to use, but some 
awards have a cost. 

 TIP: Learn and use TQSL, backup your 
keys and certificates 



LoTW Awards 



eQSL 

 Another popular online logging 
system.  It is free to use, many 
different awards, eQSL sponsored 
contests.  Awards have a 
membership cost. 

 TIP: Get Authenticity Guaranteed 
(AG) status if you join so others get 
award credit for QSOs with you. 



eQSL Awards 

mixed 

FT8 FT8 



QRZ.com 

 Yet another popular online logging 
system, and many use it to host 
their free call sign web page.  

 TIP: Create a web page with 
interesting things about you and 
what you enjoy about ham radio. 



QRZ.com Awards 



Contesting 

 Practically every weekend. 

 www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 

 You don’t have to be a serious 
contester, but getting on the air and 
participating in contests really helps 
with your award chasing (e.g., CW 
WAS) 

http://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php


Contesting Awards – 1 QSO 



Another 1 QSO 



Yet another 1 QSO 



10 contacts 





1st Place and New Record 

27 contacts 



1st Place – 10 contacts 



7 contacts 



Contesting TIPS 

 Participate in the state and Canadian QSO parties 
as stations will be out there, or play in the CQ 
Magazine contests). 

 3830 QSO Party Challenge – enter your QSOs! 
http://stateqsoparty.com/ 

 Why not take the time to send in your 
contacts/score to the contest organizers (even if 
you only made 1 contact)? 

 Enter in a category beneficial to your QSOs (Low 
Power, QRP, Phone, Mixed, 20m, etc.) 

 Know and contact the contest bonus stations 



Special Events 

 They happen all the time, 
internationally. 

 13 Colonies, Route 66, Saints, 
anniversaries, Lake Havasu 
Lighthouses, Worldwide Antarctica 
Program, etc. 

 TIP: Check spotting networks like 
dxsummit.fi, request that certificate 
or QSL card 



Examples of SE QSL cards. 









Expeditions/ Experiments 

 DXpeditions 
https://dxnews.com/dxpeditions/ 
https://www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html 

 Experiments (Voyager, your own) 

 TIP: Learn and use OQRS on Club Log 

 TIP: Technicians take note: try SSB, CW, 
FT4/FT8 and other digital modes on UHF 
and VHF (>=50MHz) 

https://dxnews.com/dxpeditions/






DXpeditions 





HF Voyager KH6JF/MM 

 http://www.jrfarc.org/hf-voyager 



Voyager QSL 

 Grid Squares CL52ve and BK28kt 

 TIP: Mail your QSL cards in an 
envelope 



International Space Station 

(ISS) 

 https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-
iss.html 

 Technicians take note! 

 TIP: Learn how to receive and send 
SSTV 

https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html
https://www.ariss.org/contact-the-iss.html


ISS SSTV image 



Satellite QSOs 

 Bouncing signals off ham radio satellites to 
make contacts 

 FM/SSB/CW/special equipment and 
antenna(s)/prediction software/crowds 

 Technicians take note! 

 TIP:  Tag along with an experienced satellite 
chaser 

 TIP: Do good research before buying 
equipment – start out small 

 TIP: Learn how to properly log QSOs 
(propagation mode) 



County Hunting 

 Goal: collect every US county in all 
US states 

 countyhunter.com - resource for 
information on the United States of 
America Counties Award (USA-CA) 
from CQ Publishing  

http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_awards/cq_usa_ca_awards/cq_usa_ca_awards.html


Join Clubs 

 GARS May Madness 

 NFARL Challenge 

 OMISS Awards - omiss.net 

 Digital Modes Club awards - 
https://www.digital-modes-club.org/ 
(free) 

 Feld Hell Club Awards - 
https://sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub/ 
(free) 



Join Clubs - continued 

 070 Club Awards - 
https://www.podxs070.com/join-us 
(free) 

 Etc. etc. 

 TIP: Join some clubs that match 
your interests and chase some 
awards 





Try Remote Operating 

 Remotehams.org 

 Make a friend and share radios (you 
will learn a lot about propagation vs. 
time of day) 

 TIP: Learn what you need to do to 
QSL from different QTHs online 



You can help others achieve 

awards too! 
 One way is just by uploading your logs to 

the various online sites.  I know many of 
you activate parks and islands, or 
participate as a special event station 
operator, and participate in field days –
it’s fun being the sought after “rare” 
contact and handling those pile-ups! 

 TIP: Make the effort to upload your logs 
online 



In Summary 

 As you explore the hobby of amateur 
radio, there are ample opportunities to 
collect awards (“wall paper”) if you only 
make the extra effort to do so.   

 In the process you will make new 
friends, maybe have some fun 
competition, improve your operating 
skills, and hopefully continue enjoying 
the greatest hobby! 



Questions? 
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Happy Operating! 

I hope you take away some good tips on 
chasing Ham Radio awards!  Wishing you 
many of your own! 

 Thank you for your time and attention! 

 Get out there and operate! 

 See you on the bands! 

 And tell us about your achievements! 

 73, K4VBM (Very Bad Memory) 






