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Give it a try! 

Mobile HF 
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http://s3com.net/antennas-mobile.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nd2x.net/pix/new.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nd2x.net/ants.html&h=404&w=558&sz=37&tbnid=wuk2F5eNKoFI8M:&tbnh=90&tbnw=124&zoom=1&usg=__YG1YuQf0mGr6JQgPTJoED66IRao=&docid=G-hhT5gaaGiL1M&sa=X&ei=y6lZUdjjGIfe9ATPhYBo
http://wsanders.net/mobileant.htm
http://s3com.net/antennas-mobile.html
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A mateur radio is a fantastic hobby and it is interesting to me how  

suddenly something old can become completely new for me again.  

My commute is short and I usually hang out on 2m when I am mobile.  We 

are so lucky here in Atlanta with our great and extensive repeater networks.  

But when you go outside the box, get on HF, and get away from repeaters, 

the whole world becomes your playground.  You really do not have to pur-

chase a screw driver antenna to do HF on your car.  Getting back to my 

point about old being new, what I recently worked with was an old mag-

netic mount CB antenna.  It has a couple inches clipped off the whip for 

10m (and remember, with a Technician Class license you can get on 10m 

which means you can get started on HF too).  I plunked it on top of my car and easily worked 

PY2OE and YY4DNN while driving.  The ease and fun of the new voice contacts re-energized 

my affinity for amateur radio.  If you have never done HF mobile or have not done it recently, I 

hope you will try it and experience the rush for yourself.  It is really exciting and it gets you 

back to the center of what amateur radio is all about.  [Click on pictures on front page to see 

articles. (not all pictures have links) Ed.] 

 

S peaking of having fun on HF, the Georgia QSO party is upcoming on April 13th and 14th.  

If you do not know what the GA QSO party is, you can learn more at 

www.georgiaqsoparty.org. This year, GARS is focusing our efforts on several operating sta-

tions at just one club location in Gwinnett.  No doubt, many GARS members will do their own 

home, roving, or remote QSO party event (and hopefully they will list GARS as their club af-

filiation in the logs they report).  As a club, we plan to get together on the campus of Georgia 

Gwinnett College.  Check the GARS website www.GARS.org for directions, updates, and 

times.  Everyone is welcome, invited, and encouraged to come out and operate at the club loca-

tion. 

 

U pcoming in May, we have “Satellites in the Park” again.  This year we plan to get more 

folks on the satellites.  Also upcoming in May are the easier, revamped, May Madness 

contest and the Dacula Memorial Day Parade.  But getting back to April, be sure to come out to 

the April GARS meeting where we will have fun and also have a very informative program on 

generators. 

 

 

W ishing you great health, wealth, and may all your contacts be 59, 
 

  Kyle,   W4KDA 

 

Message From The President 

Kyle Albritton—W4KDA 

http://www.georgiaqsoparty.org
http://www.GARS.org
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Generators and Interlock Protection 
 

Generator Interlock Kits 
Another Interlock Kit Link 

Applied Physics Lab Solution 
How to install a backfeed breaker 

Backfeeding your panel using an interlock 
 

 

"Generators, how to choose and what to use"  
By Carter Bennett, K4CB  

 

 

Don't !              Miss !              It ! 
 

 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7pm. (except December) 

 
EAA 690 Hangar at Briscoe Field 

Sports Aviation Complex - Hangar 1 
690 Airport Road 

Lawrenceville, GA 30045 

Directions 

GARS April Meeting 

http://natramelec.com/?gclid=CJG3lKXuqbYCFcyY4AodF1IA2g
http://www.nooutage.com/interlock_kits.htm
http://www.jhuapl.edu/ott/Technologies/featuredTech/ABCB/
http://www.ehow.com/how_8721559_install-backfeed-breaker.html
http://www.ak47.net/archive/topic.html?b=10&f=17&t=651376
http://www.gars.org/w4gr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52&Itemid=196
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WWWEEE'''RERERE   LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING   FORWARDFORWARDFORWARD   TOTOTO   THETHETHE   2013 G2013 G2013 GEORGIAEORGIAEORGIA   QSO PQSO PQSO PARTYARTYARTY   

NEW INFONEW INFONEW INFO   

   IIITTT'''SSS   AAAPRILPRILPRIL   13 13 13 ANDANDAND   141414   
 

When: April 13, 2013 2PM-6PM Local & April 14, 2013 12PM-6PM Local 

Where: Georgia Gwinnett College on the lawn between Building “B” (tall round building) and 

the Library. 

Parking: North most parking lot, accessed off of Lonnie Harvel Boulevard 

Map: http://goo.gl/maps/Yf7xJ 

Who: ALL area radio amateurs are invited. Bring your friends who are interested in amateur 

radio too! 

 

Come out and have fun operating with 

us. We plan to have at least two stations 

on air during the posted times. If we 

have enough operators we will put on a 

third station. We will set up some EZ Up 

type tents and operate from inside the 

ARES trailer. There is a fire lane where we can unload right at our site and then we will park 

near by. GGC will make bathroom facilities available to us. For ARES members, operating at 

this event counts as a field event toward maintaining your deployable status. 

For all, it should be a good time. Make sure to bring your own lawn chair. 

 

 73 and best wishes, 

 

Kyle W4KDA 
Georgia QSO Party Website: www.georgiaqsoparty.org 

http://goo.gl/maps/Yf7xJ
http://www.georgiaqsoparty.org
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Jamboree on the Air 2013 
The BSA has just introduced the Jamboree on the Air patch for 2013. You can download the 
jpg and png files from the JOTA Website. JOTA will be held October 19 and 20 this year. In 
addition, we are planning a JOTA Jump Start for Friday evening. You can now get on the air 
and make some early contacts before the official start at 0000 local time October 19. 
 
Last year, JOTA worldwide participation reached just short of 700,000 Scouts operating from 
more than 13,500 amateur radio stations, operated by 22,500 amateur radio operators across 
142 countries. In the USA we had 18,000+ Scouts on the air from 204 stations. Let's ramp that 
up even more in 2013. 

 

Operator Rating Strip 

After just one week, the first 1,000 amateur radio operator rating strips 
were sold out. They are now back in stock, so be sure to order yours. You 
can learn all about the strips and find the ordering information on the 
K2BSA website. 

Square Knot 
Check out QST's April Issue on page 76 within the ARRL's Board of Di-
rectors Meeting report. They are working on a new Scouting square knot 
award administered under the BSA's Community Organization Award 
Program. Operated by the ARRL, the final details of the program are still 
under development. 

 

Radio Merit Badge 
Workshop Video 
Check out what Scouts think about the recent Radio Merit Badge Work-
shop conducted at the National Scouting Museum through this short 
video. It was produced to be aired on Ham Nation, but you get an ad-
vance preview! 

 

K2BSA Jamboree 
K2BSA will be on the air from the Jamboree in July. Plan to get on the air 
and make contact. They have an aggressive goal of providing amateur 
radio demonstrations to at last 4,000 Scouts during the course of the 
Jamboree. More information will be provided as we get closer to the Jam-
boree. 

http://scouting.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=be68dd5dbb&e=c235619f6e
http://scouting.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=d185545919&e=c235619f6e
http://scouting.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=211767c296&e=c235619f6e
http://scouting.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=96ce83455f&e=c235619f6e
http://scouting.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=f1733bda6a&e=c235619f6e
http://scouting.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=f1733bda6a&e=c235619f6e
http://scouting.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=56ce1526bb2372707f5868e21&id=6043ce6d2b&e=c235619f6e
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First Responder 
(continued from March issue) 

[We had a glimpse of Jeff’s experience here last month, and now for “The Rest of the Story”… Ed] 

 

….. On the way home after breakfast with the Gwinnett Amateur Radio So-

ciety approximately 10:04am Sat. March 2nd, 2013, I was the first person on 

the scene of a house fire on Lawrenceville Suwanee Road.  As I drove past 

the burning structure, 3 adults were exiting the residence very distraught. 

Lots of smoke poured into the street. I stopped; got out; called 911 and went 

to assist the homeowner. I grabbed 2 fire extinguishers and my fluorescent 

vest from my SUV . I went to check out the fire but it had already engulfed 

the car port. I told the homeowner that there was nothing that could be done until the fire department 

arrived.  

 

The female homeowner had 3 dogs that she had rescued from the burning 

home. I went back to my SUV, got a leash, and leashed up her dog Tony. 

Then I took Tony to my car and put him inside where it was warm.  I didn't 

have another leash so the homeowner handled the other 2 dogs.   

 

Gwinnett County FD responded with 8 trucks, 

numbers 13, 15, 10, 20, Air 21, Med 15, Arson 

2, the PIO, and 2 Battalion Chiefs-3 and 4. The FD was on scene at 

10:13am. In a matter of minutes the fire was under control. However, the 

home was a complete loss. I provided comfort and 2 jackets for 2 of the 

residents who came out of the house without any warm clothing. I assisted 

the homeowner with her dogs. There were no injuries or loss of human life.  

 

The Gwinnett County Fire Department and Police Department did a fantastic job 

handling the incident. The firefighters worked quickly and efficiently. They 

made it look easy. Battalion Chiefs Daniel and Kump brought the incident under 

control around 10:31 a.m. It was a privilege to watch the experts in action. 

 

AB4HF  

Jeff Cutchins-GARS media 

 

On Thursday March 21st, at the Gwinnett Fire and Emergency Ser-

vices Headquarters in Lawrenceville, Jeff (AB4HF) received a 

“Citizen Recognition” for his actions.  I (Editor) tagged along as 

Jeff’s personal photographer and took these pictures.  There were 

many in attendance, and the atmosphere was that of excitement.  A 

number of awards were given to acknowledge special accomplish-

ments within the Department and in addition to Jeff, another man 

received special recognition for helping his neighbor.  It was one of 

the most professional meetings I have experienced in years.  All 

divisions giving reports were well prepared and concise with their 

information.  The pictures on the next page are intended to give you an idea of what it was like;  

(Continued on page 7) 
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  ….a very special experience! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Congratulations, Jeff! 
 

 

FIRST RESPONDER… (Continued from page 6) 

Chief  Bill Myers greets Jeff. The Chief makes the presentation to Jeff. 

The Chief makes a presentation to another citizen. Another citizen walking back with his plaque & gifts 

Fire Fighters and  others 

receive special recognition. 

Chief Bill Myers with Jeff Cutchins,   a.k.a.  AB4HF 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
(new questions this month) 

From: http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html 
Click on each line for answers 

Do I need a beam to enter contests? 

Do I need an antenna farm to enter contests? 

What is a "little pistol"? 

What sort of rig do I need to enter a contest? 

What is "QSK", and do I need it? 

What is the alternative to QSK? 

What is a "fill"? 

I have a limited budget. What should I spend it on? 

How good does my CW have to be to enter a CW contest? 

Why do contesters only exchange reports and other numbers, not name and QTH? 

Why are reports in contests always send as "5NN"? 

What are "cut numbers"? 

What does it mean when I hear a station send "TEST ZS1AN" or "ZS1AN TEST" during a CW contest? 

How should I reply to such a call? 

What sort of reply should I expect, and what does it mean? 

How do I send my report? 

Do I need a beam to enter contests? 

Do I need an antenna farm to enter contests? 

 

Contesting 

  

CONTEST CALENDAR de ARRL.ORG 
 

April 

  21     Rookie Roundup – Phone 

June 
 8-9    June VHF Contest 
  15     Kids Day 

22-23   Field Day 

           July 

         13-14    IARU HF World Championship 

        August 
           3-4        August UHF Contest 

         17-18    10 GHz & Up Contest – Round 1 

           18        Rookie Roundup – RTTY 

 Other Contest Calendar: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 

http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#beam
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#ant-farm
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#little-pistol
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#what-rig
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#qsk
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#alternative-qsk
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#fill
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#budget
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#cw-speed
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#only-rprt
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#why-5nn
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#cut-numbers
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#test
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#reply
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#reply-expect
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#send-rprt
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#beam
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#ant-farm
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/kids-day
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship
http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.qsl.net/zs1an/contesting_faq.html#repeat_nr
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
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GARS Membership Page 

The following members are 
celebrating birthdays  

in April: 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

From All of Us at GARS 

 

Jim Boyd (KJ4YN) 

Paul Branson (KA4YZR) 

Doris Brown 

Charles Burts (K4CHB) 

Scott Deitchman (WB8ICQ) 

Anna Dominguez (KF4UOC) 

David Ellefson (KK4KGL) 

Marty Fowler (KE4MLH) 

Frederick Fox (KJ4ZAR) 

Gabriel Granitz (KK4HGL) 

Dozier Griffith (WA4DEO) 

Andrea Hartlage (KG4IUM) 

Stan McDonald (KI4H) 

Collin Pike (KJ4AXB) 

Lee Shiry (KK4IUI) 

Evelyn Whalen (KE4PLW) )  

 

GARS Membership 
 

To become a GARS member, or to renew your GARS membership,  
please visit our website - http://www.gars.org 

 
To make changes to your GARS membership (moved, new email address, new phone number, etc.), 
please email the Membership Chairman - membership@gars.org  
 

You can renew or update your Amateur Radio license information with the FCC at their website for free 
- http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home  
 

To update your ARRL information, please visit their website - http://www.arrl.org  

Join us for our weekly breakfast gathering at 7:30 

AM Most Saturdays at: 

Golden Corral 

2155 Riverside Parkway 

Lawrenceville, GA 30043  

(Directions) 

 

Also, before our Tuesday meeting you are invited to 

join other GARS members and guests dining at:  
 

The Flying Machine (starting about 5:30 PM) 

510 Briscoe Blvd. NE  

Lawrenceville, GA 

(Directions) 

New GARS Members in February 

Roger Gibson (WB4T) 

Allison Lynch (KZ3JFY)  

New Members: 2 

Total Members as of 
April 1, 2013 

 - 237 - 

http://www.gars.org
mailto:membership@gars.org
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
http://www.arrl.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.97394,-83.9656
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.97394,-83.9656
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Hello Everyone from N4LNE, GARS Net Manager. 

 

I want to thank everyone for taking the time to check in to the nets and I especially wish 

to thank the NCS and ANCS stations for their time and effort. 

 

Please think about adding your name to the list as NCS or ANCS.   
 

 

 

 

Monday Night Net Stats. 

 

    DATE       CHECK INS         NCS                     ANCS 
   03/25/2013        27  Norm WA4ZXV Phil N4LNE 

   03/18/2013        27  Phil N4LNE  Kyle W4KDA 

   03/11/2013        28  Hal W4IGE  Phil N4LNE 

   03/04/2013        26  John WB4QDX Phil N4LNE 
          

 

 

Wednesday Night “Know It All” Net Stats 

 

    DATE         CHECK INS         NCS                     HOST 

   03/27/2013       21  Jeff AB4HF  Eddie WD4JEM 

   03/20/2013       20  Jeff AB4HF  David KA4KKF 

   03/13/2013       25  Jeff AB4HF  Ray N4GYN 

 03/06/2013       28  Jeff AB4HF  Norm WA4ZXV 

 

 

73’   

 

See you on the Nets! 

Phil,  N4LNE 

 Net Manager 

NET MANAGERS CORNER 

TOPICS for the “KNOW IT ALL” Net  

- For April - 
 

  April-03  Grounding: Taking it to the next level                      
  April-10  Antennas        
  April-17  Radios: How do I know what I want?  
  April-24  Amplifiers: Tubes/solid state FET  

Everyone is having great fun on this new net!  Come join us and become a “KNOW IT ALL”. 
TIME: 8:30 every Wednesday evening on the GARS repeater  - 147.075, PL 82.5 
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Southeast US 

 

04/27/2013 | Calhoun / Sugar Valley 

Hamfest 
Location: Sugar Valley, GA (near Calhoun, GA) 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Cherokee Capital Amateur Radio Society 

Website: http://www.k4woc.com 

05/11/2013 | Heart of Georgia Hamfest 
Location: Byron, GA (just 13.4 mi  beyond Macon, GA) 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Central Georgia ARC, Middle Georgia RA, & 

Byron Middle School RC 

Website: http://www.heartofgeorgiahamfest.com  

06/01/2013 | Georgia State Convention 

(Atlanta Hamfest) 
Location: Marietta, GA  

Type: ARRL Convention Sponsor: Atlanta Radio Club 

(W4DOC)  

Website: http://www.atlantahamfest.com 

06/15/2013 | DeKalb County ARC Tail-

gate 
Location: Fort Payne, AL (W. of Rome, GA nr I-59) 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

b DeKalb County Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://www.w4gbr.org 
 

07/20/2013 | Newton County Radio Club 

Hamfest 
Location: Covington, GA 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Newton County Radio Club 

Website: http://NCRCGA.org 

 

08/24/2013 | Southeast ARA's 2nd An-

nual Hamfest 
Location: Swainsboro, GA  (165 mi. from L’ville, GA) 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Southeast Amateur Radio Association 

Website: http://www.kj4mks.com 

UPCOMING HAMFEST CALENDAR 

Ham exam session results: 
 

11 new Technicians 

 

Thanks to the VE’s who made this exam session pos-

sible: 

 

- Dave Bruse,   W4DTR (CVE) 

- Jeff Cutchins,   AB4HF 

- John Davis,   WB4QDX 

- Karen Prescott,  KJ4VQI 

- Larry Whited,   WB4FGF 

- Louis Shulman,  KJ4DRW 

- Ralph Pickwick,  KJ4CNC 

- Robert Powers,  K4REP 

- Robert Sanctuary,  N4YWR 

- Sid Weaver,   N4NQ (Co-CVE) 

 

Special thanks to go to Gary Smith, AK4PT, who 

taught the Ham Cram class! 
  

Thanks & 73, 

Dave Bruse (W4DTR) 

HAM CRAM Exam Results 

Technician Ham Cram! 
Saturday, April 20, 2013 

Brandon Hall School, Sandy Springs, 
GA 

Sponsored by the North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
 

Don't miss this opportunity to invite your friends, 

neighbors,  relatives and business associates to join the 

exciting world of Ham Radio.  Encourage them to enroll 

in this class designed especially for them.  A team of ex-

perienced, friendly and helpful Hams will guide them 

through the process of earning their  Technician license 

during four weeks of self-study and a one-day classroom 

review.  Enrollment is limited, so encourage your friends 

to enroll now at: NFARL Mart  

 

The $25 fee includes study materials, refreshments and 

lunch; plus the FCC license examination.  Study materi-

als will be sent  following registration.  The last day of 

enrollment is Sunday, March 31. 
 

       Don't delay - Enroll now and join the fun!! 

 

For further information click NFARL Ham Cram or 

contact Bill K4WSW 

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/calhoun-sugar-valley-hamfest
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/calhoun-sugar-valley-hamfest
http://www.k4woc.com
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/heart-of-georgia-hamfest-3
http://www.heartofgeorgiahamfest.com
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgia-state-convention-atlanta-hamfest-1
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgia-state-convention-atlanta-hamfest-1
http://www.atlantahamfest.com
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/dekalb-county-arc-tailgate
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/dekalb-county-arc-tailgate
http://www.w4gbr.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/newton-county-radio-club-hamfest
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/newton-county-radio-club-hamfest
http://NCRCGA.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/southeast-ara-s-2nd-annual-hamfest
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/southeast-ara-s-2nd-annual-hamfest
http://www.kj4mks.com
http://nfarl.org/mart/
http://www.nfarl.org/hamCram/hamCram_overview.html
mailto:k4wsw@nfarl.org
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BSA Venture Crew 73 Wants You! 

 

 IF YOU are between 14 and 21 years old, enjoy out 

 door activities, and have an interest in radio technology,  

Venture Crew 73 is for you. 
 
 • Venture Crews are part of the Boy Scouts of 
    America. 

 
 • Venture crew 73 is chartered by the Gwinnett 

    Amateur Radio Society. 
 

 • Venture crew 73 is coed. 
 

 • Meetings are on the second Tuesday of the 

 month, 7:00 pm, at EAA 690 Hangar at:  
 Briscoe Field - Sports Aviation Complex 
 Hangar 1, 690 Airport Road 
 Lawrenceville, GA 30045 

 

 • Crew 73 is a youth-run organization, which 
means that our Crew President and other youth 

plan the Crew’s outings and activities each month.  
 

    We enjoy: 
  Camping 

  Hiking 
  Horseback Riding 

  Shooting Sports 
 
 • Crew activities usually mix high adventure and 

    the use of Amateur Radio. 
 

 • For more information, attend our next meeting 
    or contact: 

Steve Back, WB2OGY 

Venture Crew 73 Committee Chairman 
Phone: 770-712-9069 

Email: committeechair@venturecrew73.org 
 

Jeff Lee, AF4JL 

Venture Crew 73 Advisor 
Phone: 678-475-3165 

Email: advisor@venturecrew73.org 

 
Kyle Albritton,  W4KDA 
President 
 
Earl Whatley,  AF4FG 
Vice President 
 
Hal Collier,  W4IGE 
Secretary 
 
 
Ralph Pickwick,  KJ4CNC 
Treasurer, Apparel Manager 
 
 
Sandy Jackson,  KJ4DRO 
Program Manager 
 
Dave Bruse,  W4DTR 
VE Team  
 
David Adcock,  KA4KKF 
Webmaster, Field Day Chairman 
 
Dorothy Jubon,  N2DLJ 
Public Information Officer 
 
Norm Schklar,  WA4ZXV 
TechFest Chairman 
 
 
Ray Bailey,  N4GYN 
GARzette Editor 
 
Jeff Cutchins AB4HF 
Multimedia Chairman 
 
John Ackermann,  N8UR
  
W4GR Trustee 
 
Eddie Foust,  WD4JEM 
Repeater Chairman 
 
Mike Weathers,  ND4V 
WAS-Checker, Historian 
 
Phil McCleary,  N4LNE 
Net Manager 
 
Mike Swiderski,  K4HBI 
Technical Advisor 
 
 

G A R S   Officers 
and 

Committee Chairs 

2 Meter Repeater 
147.075(+) MHz 
82.5 PL Tone 
 
APRS 
144.390 -- 1200 Baud 
W4GR 
 
D-Star 
WD4STR 
145.060 + (1.4 MHz) 
440.550 + (5 MHz) 
 
Main Repeater Site 
Oak Street,  
Lawrenceville 

2 Meter Repeater 
147.255(+) MHz 
107.2 PL Tone 
 
6 Meter Repeater 
53.110 (-1 MHz) 
82.5 PL Tone 
 
70 Cm Repeaters 
444.525(+) MHz 
82.5 PL Tone 
442.100(+) 
82.5 PL Tone 
 
Backup Repeater Site 
Lanier Mountain,  

GARS Communications 



 

 April 2013 - The GARzette - Page 13 

 

 Kyle Albritton, W4KDA, GARS President, called the 

meeting to order at 7:00pm at the EAA building. 

 Introductions of first time visitors and others present. 

 Program was "Slice of Pi" by Chris Fowler K4FH. 

    - Break - 

 Treasurer’s Report – Ralph Pickwick, KJ4CNC. 

 Jeff Cutchins, AF4HF, reminded everyone about the 

"Know It All" net on Wednesday night's at 8:30 pm. 

 Kyle Albritton, W4KDA, discussed interference issues 

with the 147.075 repeater. He encouraged everyone to 

help try and pinpoint the interference using a yagi and 

listening on 147.675. 

 Mike Weathers, ND4V, announced that W4GR is now 

setup on Logbook of the World. 

 The GA QSO party will be on April 13 and 14 at Georgia 

Gwinnett College or a local Gwinnett county park. 

 Kyle Albritton, W4KDA, reminded everyone that the 

Technician Hamcram that will be on March 30th from 

8:30am-5pm followed by a testing session at 5pm.  Regis-

tration is closed but there will be another in July. 

 Field Day will be the 4th weekend in June. 

 Kyle Albritton, W4KDA, reminded everyone that 

"Satellites in the Park" will be on May 20th at Bogan 

Park. 

 Earl Whatley, AF4FG, announced that May Madness will 

start on May 10th and run for 9 days.  There will be more 

information given at the April meeting. 

 Earl Whatley, AF4FG, announced that GARS will help 

with the Dacula Memorial Day Parade on May 27th from 

8am-12pm.  We will help marshal the parade.  Volunteers 

are needed. 

 Congratulations to Jeff Cutchins, AB4HF, for earning 

DXCC for working 100 countries. 

 Eddie Foust, WD4JEM, is looking for a bucket truck so 

we can cut back tree limbs at the Bogan repeater site. 

 Steve Back, WB2OGY, announced that the Boy Scouts of 

America has a new Amateur Radio Operator patch. 

 Prize Drawing 

 Program Manager – Sandy Jackson, KJ4DRO, an-

nounced: April's program will be "Generators, how to 

choose and what to use" by Carter Bennett, K4CB. 

 There were 71 attendees at the meeting. 

 Meeting ended at 9:06pm 

 

 

 Hal Collier  W4IGE, Secretary 

 Monthly club meeting is the 2nd  

Tuesday of the month at 7pm  
  

 Every Monday at 8pm: GARS Want, 

Swap, Sell, and Information Net on  

     the GARS 2-meter repeater 
 

 Every Thursday at 9pm: GARS Round 

Table Net, 2 & 6 Meters 
 

 Every Saturday at 7:30am: GARS 

Weekly Family Breakfast, Golden  

Corral Restaurant, Riverside Drive,  

Lawrenceville 

GARS Recurring Calendar 

Meeting Minutes  
for Feb. 12, 2013 

Via ARRL website 

 
Youth@HamRadio.Fun: New Kid in Town  

 

Surfin’: Got Traffic?  

National Traffic System Developer George Hart, 

W1NJM (SK)  

FCC Grants ARRL’s Request for Temporary Waiver for 

TDMA Systems  

 

FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski, FCC Commis-

sioner Robert McDowell to Step Down  

Former ARRL Northwestern Division Director Mary 

Lewis, W7QGP (SK)  

Amateur Radio at the National Association of Broad-

casters Convention 

Noted Contester and DXer Luis Chartarifsky, XE1L 

(SK) 

Surfin’: Microcontrollers -- Small But Mighty 

FCC Reduces Pennsylvania Ham’s Fine 

Dayton Hamvention® Announces 2013 Award Winners 

 
Ham Radio News 

http://www.arrl.org/news/youth-hamradio-fun-new-kid-in-town
http://www.arrl.org/news/surfin-got-traffic
http://www.arrl.org/news/national-traffic-system-developer-george-hart-w1njm-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/national-traffic-system-developer-george-hart-w1njm-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-grants-arrl-s-request-for-temporary-waiver-for-tdma-systems
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-grants-arrl-s-request-for-temporary-waiver-for-tdma-systems
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-chairman-julius-genachowski-fcc-commissioner-robert-mcdowell-to-step-down
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-chairman-julius-genachowski-fcc-commissioner-robert-mcdowell-to-step-down
http://www.arrl.org/news/former-arrl-northwestern-division-director-mary-lewis-w7qgp-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/former-arrl-northwestern-division-director-mary-lewis-w7qgp-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-at-the-national-association-of-broadcasters-convention
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-at-the-national-association-of-broadcasters-convention
http://www.arrl.org/news/noted-contester-and-dxer-luis-chartarifsky-xe1l-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/noted-contester-and-dxer-luis-chartarifsky-xe1l-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/surfin-microcontrollers-small-but-mighty
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-reduces-pennsylvania-ham-s-fine
http://www.arrl.org/news/dayton-hamvention-announces-2013-award-winners
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 APRIL 2013 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS APRIL 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

google.com/intl/en/chrome/multitask  

http://aprilfoolsdayontheweb.com/gotosite.php?y=2012&id=11120
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First Tuesday 
Kennehoochee ARC 

Downtown Marietta 

Fire Statioin #1, Training Room 

112 Haynes Street 

Marietta, Georgia 30060 

Meeting begins at 7:00pm 

Talk In 146.880(-)  

 

First Thursday 
Atlanta Radio Club 

Georgia Red Cross HQ 

1955 Monroe Dr., Atlanta 

Meeting is at 7:30pm 

Talk In -146.820(-) 

N.E. Georgia ARC 

Commerce Public Library 

Meeting is at 6:30pm 

Talk In - 147.225(+) 

PL 123.0 

 

Second Monday 
Georgia Tech ARC 

Room W218 

Van Leer Electrical 

Engineering Bldg. 

Georgia Tech Campus 

Meeting at 7:00pm 

 

Second Thursday 
Alford Memorial Radio Club 

Annistown Road Baptist Church 

Intersection of Annistown 

Rd & Spain Rd 

Stone Mountain 

Dinner at 6:00pm 

Meeting at 7:30pm 

Talk In - 146.760(-) 

 

Second Saturday 
North GA QRP Club 

Board Room of  The 

Shepherd Center at 

2020 Peachtree Rd, NW, Atlanta 

at 10:00 AM 

 

Third Tuesday 
North Fulton Amateur Radio 

League 

Masonic Lodge 

194 Milton Avenue 

Alpharetta, Georgia 

meeting at 7:30pm 

Talk In - 145.47(-) 

 
For more, go to: http://www.gars.org/ 

 
GARS publishes Metro Atlanta VE 
exam schedules as a service and is not re-
sponsible for errors or changes. Call and 
confirm schedules before going. All ses-
sions are walk-in. Take copies of current 
license and certificate of completed ele-
ments with you to all sessions. Find addi-
tional sessions online at  
http://www.arrl-ga.org. 
 

First Sunday, ODD Months 
2 pm (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, & Nov) 

WCARS VEC 

Braselton Public Utility Building 

4986 Highway 53, Brazelton, GA 

Roger Gibson, WB4T 

(770) 271-4210 or (770) 712-9560 
 
First Sunday, EVEN Months 
2 pm (Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec) 

WCARS VEC 

Johnson High School 

3305 Poplar Springs Rd, Gainsville, GA 

Perry Roper, KO4RD 

(770) 536-3056 
 

Second Saturday, ODD Months 
ARRL VEC 

8:30 a.m. 

Stone Mountain Methodist Church 

5312 West Mountain St. 

Stone Mountain 

Bob Varone, W4ETN 

(770) 978-3179 

 

Second Sunday 
VEC: W5YI 

2 pm   

Gwinnett County Fire Station #5 

3001 Old Norcross Road 

Duluth, GA 30096  

Contact: Dave Bruse, W4DTR 

Email: exams@gars.org  
 
 

Third Saturday 
VEC: W5YI 

3 pm (Except December) 

Auburn City Hall Council Room 

1369 Fourth Avenue 

Auburn, GA 

Steve Donellan, N5SMD 

(404) 520-0368 
 
       (cont. next column) 

We had an excellent exam 
session on 10 MAR 2013. 
 
 6 out of 6 applicants passed! 
 
Ham exam session results: 
- 3 new Technicians 
- 2 upgraded to General 
- 1 upgraded to Extra 
 
Thanks to the VE's who made 
this exam session possible: 
 
- Sid Weaver, N4NQ (Co-
CVE) 
- Gary Smith,  AK4PT (Co-
CVE) 
- David Bruise, W4DTR (CVE) 
- Larry Whited,    WB4FGF 
- Robert Pursley, WD4KQQ 
- Ralph Pickwick, KJ4CNC 
 
Thanks & 73, 

Sid Weaver,  N4NQ 

Session Co-CVE  
Email:exams@gars.org 

 

GARS VE Website: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

ARS_VE_Team/ 

Fourth Tuesday 
ARRL VEC 

7 pm @  United Way Service Center 

6279 Fairburn Rd., Douglasville 

Jessie Clower, KB4WFK 
(770) 942-6466 
 

Fourth Sunday  
2:30 pm Georgia Tech  

VanLeer Elec. Building  

Rm. W218, 777 Atlantic Dr.  

See www.w4aql.com  
Alexander G. Carver  

(404) 894-2936  

acarver@ece.gatech.edu  

Metro Testing Sessions Metro Club Meetings Ham Exam Results for  
March, 2013 

http://www.gars.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=80
http://www.arrl-ga.org
mailto:exams@gars.org
mailto:exams@gars.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GARS_VE_Team/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GARS_VE_Team/
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Daily 

146.760 MHz  PL107.2/145.45 Noon Brown Bag Net 
146.790 MHz  PL110.9 8:00 PM Sassafrass Mtn. 
3.795   MHz  6:00 PM WX & Skywarn 
 

Sunday 

7.275 MHz        9:00 AM Georgia Traders Net 
3.975 MHz        5:00 PM Winter PM GA State ARES 
146.520            5:00-6:00 PM Emergency Simplex 
145.450            7:00 PM Alford Mem. RC Roundtable 
147.060+ PL100.0          8:30 PM No. Fulton ARES 
146.820-  PL146.2   7:30 PM Atlanta Radio Club Net 
147.105+ PL100.0 8:30 PM ATL C.A.R.E.S Net 
146.700-  PL123.0 4:30 PM Jasper Radio Club 
50.145 Simplex  9:00 PM Six Meter Net 
 

Monday 

145.450-  PL107.2 8:00 PM Decatur A.R.E.S. Net 
145.470-  PL100.0 8:30 PM North Fulton Tech. Net 
50.235     USB  8:30 PM Regional Six Meter Net 
145.430 - PL107.2 8:00 PM Cherokee ARES 
146.880 - PL100.0 8:00 PM Cobb Co. A.R.E.S. NET 
147.210+ PL162.2  9:00 PM Rockdale Co. ARES 
147.075+ PL  82.5 8:00 PM Gwinnett G.A.R.S. 
147.075+ PL  82.5 9:00 PM Gwinnett A.R.E.S. 
 

Tuesday 

146.625-  PL123.7 8:00 PM S Fulton ARES 
146.895+ PL  77.0  8:00 PM Dallas 
147.240+ PL103.5  8:00 PM Bartow Co. ARES 
147.150+ PL141.3 8:00 PM Forsyth Co. ARES 
 

Wednesday 

145.410 - PL100.0 8:00 PM Chapter 49, QCWA Net 
145.150 - PL167.9 8:00 PM GA Tech Stinger Net . 
146.670 - PL131.0 8 8:00 PM Hall Co. ARES Net 
 

Thursday 

146.955 - PL 77.0   7:00 PM Digital Silver CometARS 
146.955 - PL 77.0   8:00 PM, Paulding ARES. 
145.270 - PL100.0  8:00 PM, Cherokee Am. Radio Soc. 
146.880 - PL100.0  8:30 PM, Kennehoochee ARC Net 
147.225+ PL123.0 8:00 PM, NE GA ARC 
147.150+   no PL 8:00 PM, Swap Net 
147.015-  PL100.0  9:00 PM, N GA Disaster Relief Team 
147.390+ PL131.8  9:00 PM Thomaston Net 
 

Friday 

145.110 - PL 88.5  8:00 PM Douglas Co. ARES 
147.015 - PL100.0  6:00 PM N GA Disaster Net 
146.76  -  PL107.2  Midnight Turnip Truck Net 
 

Saturday 

7.275 MHz 9:00 AM GA Traders Net 
3.857 MHz 9:00 AM Chapter 49, QCWA Net 
146.760-  PL107.2  12:00 AM Midnight Turnip Truck Net 
147.015-  PL100.0  10:00 PM Hoot Owl Net 

New Licenses & Upgrades 

 

2nd Sunday of Every Month  

starting promptly at 2:00 pm 
  
Primary areas served:  Gwinnett County, GA 
and the surrounding area 
Sponsor:  Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society 
(GARS) 
Talk-In:  GARS Repeater on 147.075(+) MHz, 
Tone 82.5 Hz 
 

Location: 
Gwinnett County Fire Station #5  
Community Room — 3001 Old Norcross Road 
Duluth, GA 30096 
Map: http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.9566,
-84.1078 
  

VE Contact: 
Dave Bruse W4DTR 
E-mail: exams@gars.org  
  

What to bring: 

  A Photo ID. (Driver’s license, Student 
  ID, Passport, Social Security Card) 

  Minors must have 2 forms of ID and 
  SS number. 

  Your original license and two (2) copies 
  of the original license. 

  Your original CSCE and two (2) copies 
  for any outstanding elements passed. 
  A pen and a pencil with eraser. 

  Calculators with memory must be 
  cleared.  Cell phones are not allowed. 

  Current Exam Fee is $14.00. Cash only. 
  Checks are not accepted. 

  Walk-ins are welcome.  
  No pre-registration required. 
  

VEC: W5YI-VEC 
 

Dave Bruse W4DTR 
Email:  exams@gars.org  

METRO ATLANTA AMATEUR RADIO HAM RADIO EXAMS 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.9566,-84.1078
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.9566,-84.1078
mailto:exams@gars.org
mailto:exams@gars.org
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Let's Stay Connected! 
 
GARS has an active Yahoo group.  You can subscribe to the group from the 
www.GARS.org web site or by going directly to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GARS/ 
 
GARS also has an active Facebook Group,  http://www.facebook.com/groups/315255321681/   
The Facebook page is a little more social and you might find interesting comments about GARS or amateur radio in 
general.  Join the Facebook Group by  viewing the link mentioned above.   
 
Why join the email or social groups?  Club announcements, last minute ham radio news, information about area club 
meetings and activities, and that piece of radio gear you've been looking for might be listed for sale. 
 
These are your groups and each of you are welcome to post questions or comments relating to amateur radio. Use 
them! 
 

 
Two weekly nets.  Monday evening announcements, want, shop, sell net at 8:00pm and a 
roundtable net on Thursday at 9:00pm.  Both are on the GARS primary repeater frequency.   
 
 
And don't forget  our great monthly newsletter, The GARZETTE, which you are reviewing 
now.   It contains many items of interest to our members and serves as the Official GARS 
publication. 
 

Let's Stay Connected! 

The GARzette 

 

The GARzette is the official monthly newsletter of the Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society, serving its members and other 

persons interested in the advancement of the amateur radio art. 

 

Original articles, art, and photos are invited and encouraged.  Previously copyrighted submissions cannot be accepted for 

reprinting unless permission from the appropriate publisher is provided in writing along with the information being sub-

mitted.  If reprints are from publications allowing their unrestricted use, please include a copy of the printed permission 

contained in the publication. 

 

If possible, bring your articles to the monthly meeting in Microsoft Word or rich text (.rtf) or text or HTML format or by 

email to n4gyn@arrl.net.  Artwork can be accepted in most any graphics format and can be submitted via email to the 

same address. Alternate means of submittal can be arranged when necessary. 

 

In keeping with the amateur radio spirit, permission is hereby granted for the reproduction of The GARzette articles by 

other amateur radio club newsletters provided that proper credit is given to the individual author and The GARzette. 

 

The GARzette is published each month with the assistance of Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV who prints 

copies for distribution at meetings, etc. and Dave Bruse, W4DTR, who distributes the news letter 

electronically.   

 

Deadline for submissions is the 25th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s issue. 

 

For additional information view our Website at:  http://www.gars.org 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Ray Bailey—N4GYN 

770-689-6620 or editor@gars.org  

GARS “CONNECTED” 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GARS/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/315255321681/
http://www.gars.org
mailto:editor@gars.org
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The leading clog-free gutter systems guarantee. You'll never have to clean your gutters again.  Now, you can have clog-free gutters 

and no overshoot, guaranteed. The Real Gutter Protector’s Waterloov® System uses a patented design that slows water more effec-

tively and draws water in more completely, with smaller openings that keep out more debris. It works so well that we simply don't 

get service calls – even on metal or steep roofs, even in the heaviest rain. 

http://www.clogfreegutterprotector.com    Atlanta, Georgia - (770) 630-1582 

Greenville, Anderson, Seneca, South Carolina - (864) 757-4880 

 

 

YOUR AD GOES HERE 

 

Contact Club Secretary 

Ralph Pickwick KF4CJC -  kj4cnc@arrl.net 

For Rates 

http://www.clogfreegutterprotector.com
mailto:kj4cnc@arrl.net
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