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The PRESIDEN TS PEN by Howard Gould, WANVF

I have been asked to share my
thoughts about the club since I have
been put into the position of making de-
cisions for others. I took on this appoint-
ment as president because I know we
basically have a good sound structure
which needs some fine tuning.

I have been with the club only a
couple of years, and have got a good un-
derstanding of where our troubles are,
but dealing with them is another matter.

According to the bylaws, the clubs
objective is to promote interest in ama-
teur radio, public service, advancement
of the radio art, maintaining fraternal-
ism, high standards of conduct among
ourselves, promote allied activities and
encourage family participation in ama-
teur radio activities.

The founders of the original club
intended for us to have fun, be serious
about public service, meet and enjoy our
new found fellowships, and in general
enjoy our hobby and get together at
times to share our experiences with each
other. I know we have endeavored to do
all those things and more, but to me
there is still not enough we are doing in
some areas as others. For instance, pub-
lic service is not a priority with us and
frankly speaking we have a commitment
with the county to give them emergency
communications in order for us to keep
our repeater sites and equipment the
county has agreed to let us maintain and
use. We are failing in that area and we
must close the gap. I have personally
maintained our contact with county gov-
ernment and I invite all ARES people to
immediately set up a workable program
to submit to the county, which is waiting
for our response. Contact me for further
details.

I want a repeater that is maintained
all the time, not part time. I need people
who are willing to commit their full at-
tention to keeping our emergency link
going one hundred percent at all times
and we need to build on our communi-
cations plans in the way of putting on
voting receivers to enlarge our area of
communications. This will take some
time and some expense but it needs to be
done. But no matter what, we need to
have our one main repeater up and run-

ning at full potential at all times. If our
existing repeater committee members
can not find the time for GARS, we will
need to pursue other means as it is the
responsibility of the club to maintain the
communications link. The agreement is
between GARS and the county. GARS is
committed to give support to the ARES
group and the county. We must have a
full time crew on this without question.
On a more lighter note, on Saturday
February 19th, there was an attempt to
raise the new antenna up on top of the
water tower at our main repeater site in
Lawrenceville. The day was pretty and

warm but mother nature played another
game with us and because of high winds
Charles Evans, WA4QYY who was
heading up the party with John Scott,
KD4VHG, called off the raising. But all
was not lost because the hard line to the
antenna from the repeater shack had not
been tied down since the last antenna
raising. This involved a neck cringing
observation from the ground as we
watched Charles, WA4QYY lower him-
self over the tower by rope so he could
inch his way down 110 feet tying off the
hardline to an existing pipe. When he
had finished, we all breathed a sigh of
relief knowing he was safely down.
Thanks, Charles, nice job - well done.

The hams that attended the antenna
party were besides Charles and John
were Richard Barnes, W4IXN; Fred
Runkie, K4KAZ; Larry Osborne,
KD4QFD; Ike Chapman, KE4GYM;
Duane Hansen, KD4KCR; Joe Biddle,
AD4PZ; Bill Ahls, KE4EIH; Bob Hay-
den KE4GGN; Sid Weaver, who is wait-
ing for his General Class ticket, and
myself. Out of that crew we found out
we have two more climbers - Bill,
KE4EIH and Sid Weaver. Thanks to all
who attended, we will keep you posted
on the nexi attempt to raise the new
antenna.

I was quite surprised to find so
many hams at the site who had not seen
the inside of a repeater shack, so we are
going to make a video with Larry,
KD4QFD taking the shots to be shown
at a club meeting sometime in the near
future.

David Adcock, KA4KKF our newly
elected activities manager has some
things planned for us in the way of ham
related subjects which I know will be in-
teresting and entertaining as well, and I
am proposing to him that we have a lit-
tle session with the newcomers each
month at our meetings like a show and
tell where they can pick up some infor-
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" GARS News

Gars News |s the officlal monthly organ of the Gwinnatt
Amateur Radio Soclety serving its members and other
persons Interested In the advancement of the amateur
radio art. Articles and submisslons are Invited and en-
couraged. Submit News items via the GARS conference
of the Sclentific Atlanta BBS (903-5487); on disk, tape or
In writing to the Editor or Assistant Editor at their Roster
address; via fax to 339-1394 or on packet to the
AD40OD-3 PBBS on 145.07. Speclal arrangements can
be made to accept dictation over the phone as well. Most
DOS disk formats and file types can be read. Contact the
Editor for odd format compatibllity. Deadline for article
submissions Is the first Thursday of each month. The
GARS address Is:

GWINNETT AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 88
LILBURN, GA 30226

GARS OFFICERS FOR 1984-1995
President: W4NVF  Howard Gould ~ 921-8362
Vice President: KD4QFD Larry Osbome ~ 972-1185

KE4GYM Ike Chapman 339-8123
Treasurer: WA4QYY Charles Evans ~ 448-0930
Activities Mgr: KA4KKF David Adcock ~ 963-5767
License Trustee: KO4ZS  Paul Bennett 206-0215

GARS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WAWKP Johnny Fearon 466-4038
KD4EHG Buddy Dowdell 476-1616
KD4HMC Sam Roundtree 921-7423
W4NZJ  Jud Whatley ~ 972-1940

COMMITTEES
REPEATER:

Chairman: Howard Gould, W4NVF 921-8362
K4KAZ Fred Runkle  945-6356
KA4EMV  Robert DeVeau 923-3963
WAIXN:  Richard Bamnes 995-7248
KD4SIL  George Neville 963-0705
KD4KCR  Duane Hansen 962-6086
KE4EIH Bill Ahls 279-7044

MEMBERSHIP: KE4EMA Jack Hemdon 995-0438
PUBLICITY: AD4PZ  JoeBiddle  963-4316
FIELD DAY: KD4VHG John Scott ~ 978-0995
HAM CLASSES: KAOUIE Steveldler 513-0428

GARS ASSOCIATED MEDIA
GARS 2 Meter FM repeater 147.075 “** **®
GARS Conference in Sci-Atl phone BBS 903-5487
WAJIOB 6 Meter Beacon at 50.075""*
WD4JXR-6/ SNELLV Packet Node/Digipeater 147.03%"%

SWAP, WANTED and SELL NET
Tuesdays at 9:00PM on the GARS Repeater. 147.075"¢

MORSE CODE PRACTICE
An Interactive Morse Code practice session Immediately
follows the 9:00P.M. Tuesday night net on the GARS re-
peater, and on Thursdays at 9:00P.M..

MEMBERSHIP NOTES
Remember, new members joining GARS between Sep-
tember 30th and April 1st can do so for 1/2 price:
$12.50 for Individual Memberships
$17.50 for Family Memberships

GARS W5YI-VEC TEST SESSION
4th Friday at St. John Neumann Church - 801 Tom Smith
Rd, off Five Forks Trickum Road, Lilburn. Contact Howie
Gould, W4aNVF at 921-8362. Walk-in Exams -
Headphonest

GARS News EDITOR
Dean Matthews, AD40D 962-8941

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Jack Herndon, KE4EMA 995-0438

GARS NEWS s created on a IBM "clone” 386/DX-40
computer running Lotus AMI Pro Word Processor for
Windows under Microsoft Windows 3.1. The master copy
Is printed on a Canon LBP-4 Laser Beam printer and
then reproduced on a photocopler.

Articles may be reproduced by other amateur club news-
letters provided proper credit Is given to the individual
author and to GARS News .

QUA

1st Tuesday,
Metro Atlanta Telephone Pioneers
Odd numbered months at Morrison's on
Jimmy Carter Blvd at 7:30PM; Even num-
bered months at the Southern Bell Center
at 12:00 Noon 145.41-

1st Wednesday -
HamWatch
Shoney’s 11690  Alpharetta Hwy.,
Roswell (about 2 1/2 miles North of Hol-
comb Bridge Rd across from North Fulton
Hospital) Dinner at 6:30PM. Meeting is
at 7:30 PM -

1st Thursday
N.E. Georgia Amateur Radio Club
Jefferson Civic Center, off Memorial Dr.

toward Winder from Jefferson . Dinner at
6:15. meeting is at 7:00PM. TI-147.225+

1st Thursday -
Atlanta Radio Club
Days Inn at I-285 and Roswell Rd. Dinner
at Old Hickory House at 6:00PM. Meeting
is at 7:30PM TI-146.82-

2nd Wednesday
North Fulton Radio League
Cherokee Cattle Company, 11208 Al-
pharetta Hwy. Dinner at 6:00PM. Meeting
at 7.30PM TI-145.47-

2nd Thursday
Alford Memorial Radio Club
Elks Lodge on Memorial Drive. Dinner at
6:00PM Meeting at 7:30PM. TI-146.76-

2nd Saturday
East Atlanta LAN
Scott Blvd Baptist Church in Decatur.
Meeting is at 10:00AM. TI-145.41-

3rd Tuesday - Hamwatch
Shoney’s 1949 Mountain Industrial Blvd,
Tucker (Just North of Hwy. 78) Times:
6:30 PM for dinner prior to meeting. Meet-
ing is at 7:30 PM.

3rd Thursday
Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society
Red Cross Building, Hi-Hope Rd off Hwy
316 in Lawrenceville. Fellowship dinner at
Shoneys on Hwy 120, South of 316 at
6:00PM. Meeting is at 7:30PM
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mation on operating hints, etc.

Joe Biddle, AD4PZ has agreed to
take on the job of publicity manager for
the club, and I know Joe will do a bang
up job for us.

One of the areas we are weak in is
the TVI committee. We don't have a
valid committee, and this is an impor-
tant function of our club. Whenever a
member has a problem with TVI or
other related interference, they should
be able to come to the club for help.
The FCC always looks favorably on the
reports of a club TVI committee in re-
porting back to them. We have lots of
expertise in these matters among club
members, so please won't someone come
forward and volunteer, we will need at
least three hams, and the class of license
is not important.

I have taken on this job with the
hopes that we can generate some posi-
tive attitudes enabling us to move for-
ward. We need positive constructive
ideas that will benefit the members at
large. 1 will be open minded to any criti-
cism as long as it is followed by an idea
or action that will make the club
stronger. We may have to backpedal
sometimes in order to correct mistakes
we make, but that is not unusual in a
club of this size. Remember that we are
here to enjoy ourselves, and to share our
experiences with each other, to meet
new friends, share our knowledge, to
help one another when the going gets
rough. It is time for all of us to put aside

‘our differences and feelings of discon-

tent. Let's work with each other for a
better club that is known for it's open-
ness and helpful ways. Before I close, let
me also say that we have many, many
devoted members who will drop every-
thing they are doing to help the club. I
am very thankful to Steve Sims,
KD4WAK who had devoted many hours
to seeing that our CW Net continues,
and to Ike Chapman, KE4GYM for run-
ning net control on the Information
Want and Swap Net. But both these fine
hams are looking for some help, won't
someone volunteer to help them out?

I could go on, but our editor would
not have enough room for his other col-
umns. [ hope to see you at the next
GARS meeting. 73 Howie, W4NVF. ¢

"
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the GARS repeater or send me a mes-
( sage and I will be happy to relay the
THANKS TO:

GARS
HAM OF THE
MONTH

by Johnny Fearon, W4WKP

For this issue, we have chosen to
write about one of our charter members,
Jay Sager, WA4BXA.

It would never be fitting to write
about Jay without including his wife
Jean, KA4BNG, however. Jean is al-
ways at Jays side, helping him in every
way, being his biggest cheerleader and
also player on his team.

Jay was the Editor of the GARS
News for a ten year period, back in the
days when no one wanted to do it, and
when it was hard to get anyone to volun-
teer to do anything.

He has been in Army MARS ever
since he got his license in 1972. In
MARS one of the positions he has held
is small parts administrator.

Jay enjoys operation on HF as well
as VHF. For VHF he and Jean together
have about seven 2-meter rigs, some of
them as old as 1972. Rigs of that vintage
had positions for different crystal fre-
quencies. Jay runs a Ten Tec Paragon
on HF.

During a period of time when the
club chose to have shirts made with the
club logo, Jay and Jean handled the silk
screening process for the shirts. They
have brought chairs to the meetings and
kept up the coffee for a number of years.

They have just recently purchased
some land in Monroe, where Jay plans
to retire, and graze, and do plenty of
hamming. He has no dwelling at his
farm, however he has already erected
antennas for 40 and 80-meters as well as
a tower. You can tell that Jay definitely
has his priorities in order.

As I have written in previous col-
umns, I still have a great appreciation
for-respect for the work the Sagers have
done for GARS during the last twenty-
plus years. ¢

> Jackie Calmbacher, for copying, col-
lating and stapling the GARS NEWS,
and to Chuck Calmbacher, AD4JU for
marrying her.

> Contributors to this newsletter who
are helping make it better by the month.
> Jud & Mary Whatley, for paper to
print the News on.

> Richard Barnes W4IXN for repeater
help.

> Duane Hansen, KD4KCR for joining
the Repeater Committee and his help
with the hardline patch this month.

> Tke Chapman, KE4GYM for his serv-
ices as Net Control for the Tuesday
night net. ¢

FEBRUARY MEETING

The February meeting was a full
house again, with quite a few visitors.

The meeting was officer election
night, followed by an excellent video on
grounding techniques. Only a bunch of
hams would get enjoyment over a video
such as this!

Arnold Solomon, KC4ZUA outgo-
ing activities manager even brought
along the popcorn so we could pretend
we were at Mall Corners 6.

The pre-meeting gathering at
Shoney's was also well attended and en-
joyed by all... come join us before the
meetings for our informal fellowship
dinner. We are not locked into Shoney's,
by the way, direct suggestions about al-
ternate dining locales to Howie,
W4NVF AKA -"The Prez.". &

MORSE MAN NEEDED

Steve, KD4WAK, needs someone to
help out with sending code practice on
Thursday nights. If you have the capa-
bility to send out code via computer and
are interested please contact Steve on

message.

Also, if anyone is interested in help-
ing out with the GARS Want, Swap,
Sell, and Information Net on Tuesday
nights please let me know. I can be
reached on the GARS conference of the
Sci-Atl BBS, on the GARS repeater,
phone (339-8123), or email at
ike@lxe.com .

Thanks, 73 de lke, KE4GYM

LEGISLATIVE HELP

Jim Altman, N4UCK, ARRL Sec-
tion Manager has introduced legislation
that would ELIMINATE restrictive
covenants with respect to amateur radio
antennas. House Bill 1134 would ex-
empt amateur radio antennas from such
protective covenants. Please write and
call your state representative and state
senator and URGE them to support this
legislation. They need to understand the
value of amateur radio to the community
in times of emergency and that our avo-
cational interests provide a huge, highly
trained pool of communications experts
whenever they are needed for local, re-
gional and national emergencies. Jim
was imminently successful in defeating
unreasonable restrictions on amateur
towers in Fulton County and we can

help him be successful again.
Yes, this is a repeat from last months
News. It is important and worth a reminder

about.-ED ®

Every great scientific truth
goes through three stages: first,
people say it conflicts with the Bi-
ble. Next they say it had been dis-
covered before. Lastly, they say
they always believed it.

Jean Louis Agassiz (1807-1883)

The end of science is not to
prove a theory, but to improve
mankind.

Manly P. Hall (born 1901)
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BIRTHDAYS IN APRIL

7th KD4HMC Sam Roundtree

8th N4KHV Don Burch

9th KC4RWF Chris Meadows
11th KN4DY Randy Tonne
15th KD4DLY  Kathie Bennett
18th WAJ4IZI Stan McDonald
25th AC4UR Tom Henderson
28th AD4LY Stephen Burel
29th NZ3l Tad Danley

Not on the list or wrong date? Let us know! Ed.¢

NEW CALLS & UPGRADES

HARD WORK REWARDED

Joe Biddle, who we have all come to
know as KR4IK, after a long awaited
period is now and forevermore AD4PZ.
Congratulations, Joe on making it to Ex-
tra Class.

Mary Stowell has passed through
General Class in written tests, and is
working on her code.

Jim Baker, KC4YBQ has passed
written elements through Advanced and
is poised to pounce on his 13 WPM
code, if he could just find an unlocked
testing area.... hang in there Jim!

Sid Weaver is waiting for his Gen-
eral Class ticket. Sid passed all the ele-
ments to achieve this in one sitting, his
first test. Attaboy Sid!

Don Ennest, KE4GGP has passed
the 5 wpm code to earn his Technician-
Plus upgrade.

And last but by no means least,
Marty Ernst, KD4HLV has passed his
elements to upgrade from Technician to
General Class.

If you have passed a test element and not been recog-
nized, please let us know. We want to share the good news
with all our members! -Ed.

ACTINITIES FOR fNRARCH

l?y David ﬁc]coclc, KALKKF

T his roonths prograro is on conlesls and upcorning con-
Feshs. ka do we have e and wky are H\.ey fun?
Quesf'ion and answer firoe WLH fouow break.

Apri] is Flal/ Baclge Digu'. Wear your besHI!!

Corae Join the fun, You roay fixw} He answers fo your

C]U@ShOI\S or PI‘OVIJS fLG answers fOF soroeone 8]88.

Dont forgef' Fhe Lamfesf' in fNarielta fTarch 19.

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED

The membership of GARS, in its infinite wisdom,
elected the following te office at the February meeting.

GARS OFFICERS FOR 1994-1995

President: W4NVF Howard Gould  921-8362
Vice President: KD4QFD Larry Osborne ~ 972-1185
Secretary: KE4GYM Ike Chapman 339-8123
Treasurer: WA4QYY  Charles Evans 448-0930
Activities Mgr: KA4KKF David Adcock  963-5767
License Trustee: KO4ZS Paul Bennett 206-0215
Editor: AD40OD Dean Matthews 962-8941

Please support your new officers, and help them make
GARS better. Everybody has talents to share, let the
appropriate official know your talent and ability so that
they can let you help the club. ¢

Editors Note: Many of you have heard that there is a possibility of my being transferred to Racine, Wisconsin. Well the two

week trip I took to the new plant allayed those plans for now, and I am quite glad. Upon arriving at Racine, I drove to our factory
and arrived there by 9:30 a.m. At noon, when I got ready to go to lunch, I found that it had snowed over a foot! These people are
so used to this sort of thing that they didn't even mention it was snowing! The next day on the way in, I noticed some little flags
on poles, sticking up from the snow. It wasn't until the next week , when some of the snow had melted, that I discovered the flags
were attached to fire hydrants, so the firemen can find them in the deep snow.

It snowed almost two feet while I was there. I appreciate a good snow like anybody, but after scraping ice off my windgws
every day for two weeks, slipping and sliding all over the parking lot each morning I was getting a little testy. When [ realized
that it snows so much there so often that they have to take precautions like those little flags, I realized Racine was not for me. I
am glad my trip was in the spring rather in the summer, when I could have been duped. - Dean. AD4OD (Suwanee Resident)®
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GARS ACTIVITIES

QUESTIONNAIRE

Our new Activities Manager, David
Adcock KA4KKEF is like a thoroughbred
racehorse at the starting gate, raring to
go. But he wants some input from you,
the members to see what directions you
would like him to go.

Take a minute and fill out this
form, so he can get an idea of the kinds
of projects you would like to be involved
in as a club.

Do it! Fill out the form! This is not
some tiresome poll from a faceless com-
pany trying to sell you something, this ia
your radio club trying to find your inter-
ests and desires so we can do things you
like!

If you would rather, mail it to the
GARS post office box listed on page 2.
Send it to David Adcocks attention, or
you could send it right to his address in
the GARS roster.

If you don't want to deface this
beautiful publication by tearing out the
form, photocopy it, or just write the in-
formation on a piece of paper, but just
DO IT! -ED. ¢

CALL:

NAME:

GARS ACTIVITIES

PHONE#:

1.

ACTIVITIES YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE AND TO PARTICIPATE.
7.

2. 8.
3. 9.
4. 10.
5. 11.
6. 12.

GET TOGETHER? Time:

WOULD YOU LIKE A ONCE A MONTH SATURDAY MORNING BREAKFAST

(NOTHING FORMAL)

1.ARES
2.REPEATER MAINTENANCE

3.COMMUNICATIONS FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN HOW TO RUN THE TUESDAY NIGHT NET?

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES?

4.TAILGATE (HAMFEST,1 DAY)

ABOWT IT.

IN AT THE MARCH MEETING OR MAIL TO THE CLUB.

AMATEUR RADIO CONSIST OF SOME OF THE FOLLOWING:

PACKET, SATELLITES, HF CONTEST, VHF CONTEST, RAG CHEWING, REMOTE CONTROL
AIRCRAFT, FOX HUNTING, SSTV, ATV, OPERATING SPECIAL EVENTS (BIKE RIDES,
OLYMPICS,SCITREK) PUBLIC SERVICE (ARES,MARS), CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS (RA-
DIOS,ANTENNAS), REPEATERS, MICROWAVES, MOONBOUNCE,ETC,ETC.........

IF YOU DON'T SEE OR HEAR ABOUT IT, ASK FOR IT. YOU MAY FIND SOME INTEREST
THERE IS PLENTY TO DO AND MORE TO COME WITH TECHNOLOGY. AMATEUR

RADIO IS FUN. IT WILL PROBABLY TAKE A LIFETIME TO EXPERIENCE IT ALL. TURN
DAVID (KA4KKF)

NEWCOMER'S GUIDE TO
AMATEUR RADIO EQUIPMENT

by Vince Yakamavich, AA4MY

I recently overheard two fairly new-
to-the-hobby Amateurs discussing (be-
moaning) the high cost of Amateur Ra-
dio gear, specifically HF transceivers.
They were discussing top brands, and
top-of the line models. (Sorta like two
teenagers with newly-carned learner's
permits, bemoaning the prohibitive costs
surrounding Porsche 924's...) "You
really can't get much for under $1,000,"
said they. "Horse-feathers!" sez 1.

Many new Amateurs mistakenly
assume that they have no choice but to
begin with a tired old used QRP CW
transceiver, a wire dipole antenna, and
perhaps a used handheld rig for
VHF/UHF. This may be the case if
you're simply flat broke and have no
way to raise cash for a decent station,
but there are many possibilities if you al-
low your creativity, determination, and
logic to prevail. And you won't have to
"homebrew" your entire station (unless
you want to)!

Over the past 10 years, there has
been a virtual explosion in electronic
technology. The technology of "yester-
day" (tubes, and linear VFQ's) have
been replaced with ultra-sophisticated,
computerized, marvels of engineering
and packaging technology (for which,
we pay most dearly). But let's look seri-
ously at some of those "antiques" of the
late 70's and early 80's (which are now
in the $400 - $800 range). Did they
work? Most assuredly. How well did
they work? Many a DXCC and 5 band
WAS earned, with untold millions of
hours of enjoyment, to boot!

Unfortunately, newcomers won't
find ads for the "antiques" in today's
Amateur Radio mags. All they see are
the ads for the new, (multi) kilo-buck
transceivers from Japan Inc.

After reading some of the spec
sheets on the new rigs, a newcomer to
the hobby will probably think I'm off my
rocker when I say most of the "features"
found on the new HF rigs in the kilo-
buck range are USELESS!

Just for an example, lets talk about
"digital VFO's" and "memories". A







