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I f you know GARS, then you know we are a very vigorous, active organiza-

tion.  We do so many fantastic projects, events, and have such lively meetings, 

that sometimes it is hard to keep up with it all.  I am not complaining, because 

having options and fun is a great thing!  I am thankful we have so many dedi-

cated members making so many meaningful activities take place.  Sometimes I 

really feel that with GARS, anything is possible. 

 

S peaking of fantastic events, I want to thank each and every member of 

GARS who came out to enjoy and support the hamfest. As always, GARS 

was very well represented. We helped the Alford club with several important 

jobs, had a great looking, well attended booth.  We also had the primary role at the terrific youth 

lounge, and we even ran an outside table. Many GARS members found time to also support other clubs, 

ARES, the Forums, and the critically-important VE Testing Sessions.  Wow!  Great job! 

 

W e also had an excellent kit-building session last month.  About a dozen people came out to the 

EAA building and built a neat little flashing Christmas tree kit.  Some came out to learn how to 

solder, and others came out to build or teach.  Either way, all had a good time.  Special thanks goes out 

to Ray N4GYN for taking the lead on the build and helping to make this fun event happen for GARS.  

Hopefully, those folks will bring their electronic Christmas trees to the GARS Holiday Party next 

month.  I hope GARS can provide more kit building sessions in the future. 

 

S everal members also represented GARS in conjunction with Gwinnett ARES and Venture Crew 73 

to support the Boy Scout Jamboree On The Air (JOTA).  Even though we are a diverse organiza-

tion, I like to prioritize JOTA, education, and youth outreach as some of our primary goals.  In addition 

to being a community service, what we do in amateur radio provides a spark of excitement for kids 

when it comes to science and math.  Thanks to all the volunteers who came out to inspire (and feed) 

this group of kids, making this event another great success.  There is more on the JOTA elsewhere in 

this issue. 

 

T his month's meeting is called Operation Safe Holidays and Basic Crime Prevention.  It will 

be brought to us by Lt. Christina Schiralli, of the Gwinnett County Police.  While not a 

Ham Radio specific topic, safety and situational awareness is an important topic for all of us.  I 

have no doubt we will all leave with some new ideas about personal and family safety. 

 

A s always, may you have great health, wealth, and all your contacts be 59. 

 

  Kyle   W4KDA 

 

Message From The President 

Kyle Albritton—W4KDA 
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FIELD DAY 2012  RESULTS 

“We did GOOD.  We can do BETTER.  BUT, 

can we do BETTER and have as much FUN?” 

”Operation Safe Holidays and Basic Crime PreventionOperation Safe Holidays and Basic Crime Prevention” 
By Lt. Christina Schiralli, Gwinnett County Police 

 

Don’t miss it! 

 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7pm. 
EAA 690 Hangar at Briscoe Field 

Sports Aviation Complex - Hangar 1 

690 Airport Road 

Lawrenceville, GA 30045 

GARS November Meeting 
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Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society Yearly Party 

 

Come join us for a great time with Dinner and Live Entertainment!Come join us for a great time with Dinner and Live Entertainment!Come join us for a great time with Dinner and Live Entertainment! 

 
Friday December 7 at 6:30 pm at the EAA Building 

This is the regular club meeting location 
 

You may pay for the Holiday Party - $12.00 per person - via http://www.gars.org 
 

— Pictures from our 2011 Party — 

 

http://www.GARS.org
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Stone Mt. Hamfest 2012 

One of the BEST! 
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JOTA 2012 or “100 Hot Dogs Later”  
Several GARS and Gwinnett ARES members helped Jeff, AF4JL, and Steve, WB2OGY, put on 
a great JOTA.   
 

About 50 scouts earned their Radio Merit Badge and we had 

two HF + DStar radios setup for the scouts to use making con-
tacts.  Jeff brought a big cooker and Paul, W4KLY, stoked the fire and 
cooked the dogs.  Come about noon, the stampede for the food 
started.  We went through gallons of drink, bunch of hotdogs and chips, 
cookies and candy. 

 
Earl, AF4FG, operated using a 33ft vertical with tuner which 
was setup near the eating area.  ARES installed a dipole near 

their Mobile Communications Facility and operated from the parking 
lot.  D-STAR once again proved to be the most functional for demonstrating long range communications to the 
scouts.  We pounded out several HF contacts which helped other JOTA sites as well as our own.   
 

The VFW turned out to be a great facility for either train-
ing, or a small outing.  Hospitality was just great. The badge train-

ing took place in two large rooms which looked like class rooms.  I 
think they are used for bingo.   
 
Several GARS/ARES members as well as Crew 73 alumni 
were on hand to help.  I arrived a little after the start, as I went to 

the grocery on my way.  By the time I got there the classes were well 
under way.  We didn’t see a 
lot of non-badge earners, 
but it didn’t keep us from 

having a good time.  It’s always fun to help introduce young folks to 
Amateur Radio. 
 
Special thanks to Steve and Jeff for organizing the training 
and David Joyce, KK4FHF, for filling in as instructor.  And 

thanks to all the GARS/ARES/Crew73 folks for sharing in the work of 
setting up tables, cooking, operating and cleanup. 
 

Norm, WA4ZXV 
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Mobile DX’ing 

I don’t chase DX stations, but I will try to work them if I come across them. This may sound odd, but I 

work more DX from my truck than I do from home. I have a Kenwood TS-480SAT in my truck and I 

usually use a single band “Hamstick” type antenna. I say usually because sometimes I will use an Out-

backer Perth multiband antenna instead. I seem to get better performance from the single band antennas 

than the Outbacker, but I sometimes like the convenience of just having to change the position of the 

wander lead. I recently bought a kneeboard from the Pilot Shop at Briscoe Field in Lawrenceville to 

take notes. It straps to your thigh. 

 

I have worked the majority of the stations while just running around Gwinnett County doing errands 

and such. It can be a challenge at times due to noise from power lines and LED traffic signals. And of 

course, competing with folks running a kilowatt into some type of directional antenna only adds to the 

challenge. But, I have noticed that many DX stations seem to favor answering mobile stations. In June 

2011 I worked IW6DRH in Italy and he was also mobile and he was very happy to make his first ever 

mobile-to-mobile DX contact. (Mine too!) 

 

So, you want to know what other stations I have worked?  

 

Here’s a partial list for 2012: 

 

      40 Meters                      20 Meters                   12 Meters____ 

J79XB Dominica   PJ2/K8ND Curacao  HK0NA Malpelo Is. 

YY8JET Venezuela   C6AEA Bahamas  LA4UOA Norway 

C6ABB Bahamas   NP2I St. Croix   EA8DO Canary Is. 

     4O3A Montenegro  OH2BAD Finland 

         EA9KB Ceuta 

 

So, I offer this to show you that you can work DX under less than ideal conditions. My daughter and 

her family are moving the Washington, DC area and I’m looking forward to driving up for visits and 

having fun on the radio as well. 
 
 

 Bill Cherepy  WB4WTN 
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Monday Sept. 24, 2012 – Checked into 

Cabin 5 at Edisto Island State park in South 

Carolina. Walked on the beach for a couple 

of hours. Took pictures of the sunset. 

Bought some shrimp and returned to our 

Cabin for a minor 

feast. 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 25, 

2012 – Rose early 

and went for nice 

walk on the beach. 

Took some pictures 

of the sunrise. Then 

we went on a sched-

uled tour of Oyster 

Island where I ex-

plored a WWII target 

range that was where 

the Tuskegee Airman trained. I found the 

projectile of a 50 caliber round that I 

brought back as a souvenir. Doris found a 

couple of nice sand dollar shells. That after-

noon set up the K1 at the picnic table in 

back of the Cabin overlooking the salt 

marsh. Wasn’t able to raise anyone so we 

went for a five mile hike on the trails 

through the Marsh and visited with the wild 

life. 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2012 – In the early 

morning met with our guide and went on a 

4 hour tour of the salt marsh by kayak. Had 

a lot of fun and got some pictures and very 

tired arms, but think I’m getting the hang of 

it. Might not get so sore next time. Got to 

get up close with the dolphins. Even had 

one surface next to my boat and blow in my 

face. Doris says that’s good luck. Stopped 

at the local market on the way back and got 

some boiled peanuts 

and a great key-lime 

pie.  This afternoon 

got on the K1 and 

made nice long QSO 

with Claude, 

W4FKM in Bristol, 

Tn. Only got a 359 

but managed to hang 

for a nice long chat. 

He was running a 

homebrew setup at 

400 mw and I was 

using my K1 at 

about 4 watts. Had another contact with 

WD8BPD, Bruce but could not quite ex-

change signal reports so didn’t log him. 

That’s the way it goes with QRP some-

times. 

 

Thursday, Sept 27, 2012 – Doris and I went 

on a long hike on the salt marsh trails 

again. Put on some lavender oil that Doris 

had and it kept the mosquitoes off pretty 

well. Got some more pictures. Think we 

did about seven miles and I got the blisters 

to prove it. Had leftovers for lunch then a 

nice long nap. Got up before Doris and got 

on the K1. Al, N4FNG of Clearwater Flor-

(Continued on page 9) 

Local Expedition the Edisto Island,  

South Carolina 
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ida on his Yaesu 920 let me know that he is 

on full time retirement and has been a ham 

for 55 years. Nice chat then he had to leave 

to do some chores. Talked with Larry, 

W9CC, out of Indianapolis, his 5 watts and 

my 4 watts.  

 

Friday, Sept. 28, 2012 – Today we took our 

canvas chairs to the beach where we  set up 

and read for a while.. I finished “A Con-

necticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court”.  

Then went for our beach walk down to the 

mouth of the Edisto River where we looked 

for sharks teeth. Lots 

of shells but no shark 

teeth. Stopped at the 

bookstore on the way 

back. Didn’t get a 

book but when came 

out of the store no-

ticed that the left 

front tire was flat so 

spent some time 

changing the tire then 

taking care to shop to 

get the original tire repaired. Not the sort of 

thing you want to do on vacation. Finally 

returned to Cabin 5 where Doris napped 

again and I relaxed with the K1 again. 

Walt, N8PZR gave me a 579 with QSB and 

QRN up in Mantua, Ohio. He told me he is 

about to start working on a VXO from 

VSQRP and is using the Hallicrafters 

37RX and Heathkit AT1 rigs. He was send-

ing with the J38 he first got back in 1953, 

wow. He told me I have a signal to be 

proud of.  Nice to hear. Asked me if I had 

ever heard WC7S on his net from up there 

in Ohio but I had not. Terry, WA0ITP of 

Pioneer Ridge, Iowa was running an ATV4 

to a vertical with 84 radial wires. He was 

putting out a nice signal so I guess all those 

radials worked for him.  

Saturday, Sept. 29, 2012 – We got out real 

early with our coffee in our travel mugs to 

walk on the beach and see the sunrise. Got 

a few pictures of shrimp boats dragging his 

nets in the foreground with the sun coming 

up behind. Returned to our cabin and had 

our breakfast after which Doris asked me if 

I would like to go fishing. Big mistake to 

say I was not thrilled with the idea. So we 

had our little fight. We always have at least 

one fight on vacation 

but we got over it 

pretty quickly and 

went fishing (of 

course).  Doris tossed 

a lure around for a 

half hour or so then 

said she was done 

fishing. I thought she 

wanted to fish really 

but I get so confused 

sometimes… Re-

turned the K1: replied to W5GXV but he 

couldn’t hear me. Dana, AD5VC, out of 

Baton Rouge, La told me that my camping 

expedition sounded fun. He was using a 

KX3 with a ground mounded vertical on 

his patio. He likes to get out in the back 

yard and operate when the weather is nice 

like now. He told me he is a professor at 

LSU and asked about my line of work. He 

won his KX3 up at the Dayton hamfest 

FDIM QRP event. Some guys are lucky. He 

told me to enjoy my shrimp and I said I 

would. Doug, NR5T, of Columbus, Tx and 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Local Expedition the Edisto Island, South Carolina 
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 Local Expedition the Edisto Island, South Carolina 

NX5M, Robert of Summerville, Tx gave me short exchanges. They were working the 

Texas QRP party. I didn’t know that was going on and they were putting “TQP” in front of 

their call signs. At first I thought I was getting a rare DX station but soon learned it was 

only Texas. I got on 15 meters though and did make a DX contact. He was Oresti of Vol-

para, Italy and my K1 only puts out 2.5 watts on 15 meters so I was very excited. My last 

contact was another short one. Ken, AB5A of Santa Fe, TX was another Texas QSO Party 

guy.  

 

Sunday, Sept. 30, 2012 – After breakfast and a hike I got 

on the K1 again. Heard quite a few stations but it started 

to sprinkle so I packed up the rig. Neither the K1 nor I are 

waterproof so I didn’t make any contacts on Sunday.  

 

Monday morning we checked out and made our trip back 

to Lawrenceville. I didn’t get a lot of QSO’s on this trip 

but quite a few of them were fairly lengthy conversations which is very satisfying to me. 

And it is especially satisfying to make QRP contacts on a rig, tuner and antenna I put to-

gether myself. Can’t wait for the next camping trip. 

Sid Weaver, N4NQ 

      (Continued from page 9) 
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Hello Everyone from N4LNE GARS Net Manager. 

 

I want to thank everyone for taking the time to check in to the nets and I especially wish 

to thank the NCS and ANCS stations for their time and effort. 

 

Please think about adding your name to the list as NCS or ANCS.   
 

 

Monday Night Net Stats. 

 

    DATE       CHECK INS         NCS                     ANCS 
   10/29/2012  25 Bill KK4AUA  - 

   10/22/2012  26 John WB4QDX David KA4KKF 

   10/15/2012  23 Hal W4IGE  Norm WA4ZXV 

   10/08/2012  29 Ray N4GYN  Bill KK4AUA 

   10/01/2012  34 Sandy KJ4DRO Charles K4CHB 
       

 

Thursday Night Net Stats 

 

    DATE         CHECK INS         NCS                     ANCS 

   11/01/2012  9 Kyle W4KDA  Dick KC3EF 

   10/25/2012  -  Dennis WB4TID - 

 10/18/2012  9 Dennis WB4TID David KJ4CMY 

 10/11/2012  8 Kyle W4KDA  - 

 10/04/2012  -  Dennis WB4TID - 

 

73’   

 

See you on the Nets! 

Phil  N4LNE 

 Net Manager 

GARS Membership 
 

To become a GARS member, or to renew your GARS membership,  
please visit our website - http://www.gars.org 

 
To make changes to your GARS membership (moved, new email address, new phone number, etc.), 
please email the Membership Chairman - membership@gars.org  
 

You can renew or update your Amateur Radio license information with the FCC at their website for free 
- http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home  
 

To update your ARRL information, please visit their website - http://www.arrl.org  

NET MANAGERS CORNER 

http://www.gars.org
mailto:membership@gars.org
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
http://www.arrl.org
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Southeast US 

 

 

 

 

01/05/2013 | Freeze Fest 
Location: Locust Fork, AL 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Blount County Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://w4blt.org 

01/12/2013 | TechFest 
Location: Lawrenceville, GA 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society 

Website: http://www.gars.org 

03/30/2013 | Tailgate/Hamfest 
Location: Thomasville, GA 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Thomasville Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/

hamfest/ 

05/11/2013 | Heart of Georgia Hamfest 
Location: Byron, GA 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Central Georgia ARC, Middle Georgia RA, & 

Byron Middle School RC 

Website: http://www.heartofgeorgiahamfest.com  

06/01/2013 | Georgia State Convention 

(Atlanta Hamfest) 
Location: Marietta, GA 

Type: ARRL Convention 

Sponsor: Atlanta Radio Club (W4DOC) 

Website: http://www.atlantahamfest.com 

UPCOMING HAMFEST CALENDAR JOIN ARRL 
- OR - 

RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP 

THROUGH GARS 
 

 

 

 

 

Help the GARS Treasury by applying for ARRL 

membership or renewing your ARRL member-

ship through GARS. By applying for ARRL 

membership through GARS we are able to keep 

$15.00 of each new membership fee for our 

Treasury. We can keep $2.00 from each renewal.  

 

Show your support for both organizations by 

applying through GARS. 

 

Ralph Pickwick – KJ4CNC, GARS Treasurer, 

will have the ARRL applications at the monthly 

meetings for your use. We only ask that you don’t 

wait until the last minute to renew, as we will 

only be sending the applications to ARRL on a 

monthly basis. We will only be accepting per-

sonal checks with the applications (no PayPal). 

 

If you have any questions concerning this proc-

ess, please contact Ralph at KJ4CNC@arrl.net. 

If the US Postal Service (USPS) gets its way, it will no longer 

sell International Reply Coupons (IRCs) after January 27, 

2013. According to the October 23 edition of the Federal 

Register, there is not sufficient demand for the USPS to con-

tinue offering IRCs to customers; however, per the Universal 

Postal Union (UPU) regulations, the USPS must continue to 

exchange (redeem) IRCs that have been purchased in foreign 

countries and presented at USPS facilities. The current Nairobi 

model is valid through December 31, 2013. Comments on this 

proposed change will be accepted through November 23,  

2012.  For more, go to: http://www.arrl.org/news/us-postal-

service-to-phase-out-ircs 

US Postal Service to Phase Out IRCs 

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/freeze-fest-1
http://w4blt.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/techfest-3
http://www.gars.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/tailgate-hamfest-1
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/hamfest/
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/hamfest/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/heart-of-georgia-hamfest-3
http://www.heartofgeorgiahamfest.com
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgia-state-convention-atlanta-hamfest-1
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgia-state-convention-atlanta-hamfest-1
http://www.atlantahamfest.com
https://www.usps.com/
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/10/23/2012-25992/international-mailing-services-proposed-product-and-price-changes#h-88
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/10/23/2012-25992/international-mailing-services-proposed-product-and-price-changes#h-88
http://www.upu.int/en.html
http://www.upu.int/nc/en/activities/international-reply-coupons/about-irc.html?sword_list%5B0%5D=international&sword_list%5B1%5D=reply&sword_list%5B2%5D=coupon
http://www.regulations.gov/#%21submitComment;D=USPS-2012-0101-0001
http://www.arrl.org/news/us-postal-service-to-phase-out-ircs
http://www.arrl.org/news/us-postal-service-to-phase-out-ircs
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BSA Venture Crew 73 Wants You 

 

 IF YOU are between 14 and 21 years old, enjoy out 

 door activities, and have an interest in radio technology,  

Venture Crew 73 is for you. 
 
 • Venture Crews are part of the Boy Scouts of 
    America. 

 
 • Venture crew 73 is chartered by the Gwinnett 

    Amateur Radio Society. 
 

 • Venture crew 73 is coed. 
 

 • Meetings are on the second Tuesday of the 

 month, 7:00 pm, at EAA 690 Hangar at:  
 Briscoe Field - Sports Aviation Complex 
 Hangar 1, 690 Airport Road 
 Lawrenceville, GA 30045 

 

 • Crew 73 is a youth-run organization, which 
means that our Crew President and other youth 

plan the Crew’s outings and activities each month.  
 

    We enjoy: 
  Camping 

  Hiking 
  Horseback Riding 

  Shooting Sports 
 
 • Crew activities usually mix high adventure and 

    the use of Amateur Radio. 
 

 • For more information, attend our next meeting 
    or contact: 

Steve Back, WB2OGY 

Venture Crew 73 Committee Chairman 
Phone: 770-712-9069 

Email: committeechair@venturecrew73.org 
 

Jeff Lee, AF4JL 

Venture Crew 73 Advisor 
Phone: 678-475-3165 

Email: advisor@venturecrew73.org 

 
Kyle Albritton,  W4KDA 
President 
 
Earl Whatley,  AF4FG 
Vice President 
 
Hal Collier,  W4IGE 
Secretary 
 
 
Ralph Pickwick,  KJ4CNC 
Treasurer, Apparel Manager 
 
 
Sandy Jackson,  KJ4DRO 
Program Manager 
 
Dave Bruse,  W4DTR 
Membership Chairman, VE Team 
 
David Adcock,  KA4KKF 
Webmaster, Field Day Chairman 
 
Dorothy Jubon,  N2DLJ 
Public Information Officer 
 
Norm Schklar,  WA4ZXV 
TechFest Chairman 
 
 
Ray Bailey,  N4GYN 
GARzette Editor 
 
Jeff Cutchins AB4HF 
Multimedia Chairman 
 
Bill Cherepy,  WB4WTN 
W4GR Trustee 
 
Eddie Foust,  WD4JEM 
Repeater Chairman 
 
Mike Weathers,  ND4V 
WAS-Checker, Historian 
 
Phil McCleary,  N4LNE 
Net Manager 
 
Mike Swiderski,  K4HBI 
Technical Advisor 
 
Rich Waigand K4KME 
Education Chairman 

G A R S   Officers 
and 

Committee Chairs 

2 Meter Repeater 
147.075(+) MHz 
82.5 PL Tone 
 
APRS 
144.390 -- 1200 Baud 
W4GR 
 
D-Star 
WD4STR 
145.060 + (1.4 MHz) 
440.550 + (5 MHz) 
 
Main Repeater Site 
Oak Street,  
Lawrenceville 

2 Meter Repeater 
147.255(+) MHz 
107.2 PL Tone 
 
6 Meter Repeater 
53.110 (-1 MHz) 
82.5 PL Tone 
 
70 Cm Repeaters 
444.525(+) MHz 
82.5 PL Tone 
442.100(+) 
82.5 PL Tone 
 
Backup Repeater Site 
Lanier Mountain,  

GARS Communications 
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 The following members are 

celebrating birthdays  

in November: 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

From All of Us at GARS 

 

John Bachtel (NR4JB) 

Laura Block (KG4WQT) 

Pamela Brown (KJ4RYV) 

Lasburne Colquhoun (KK4IQG) 

Charles (Chuck) Conway (KK4DUZ) 

Jenny Eberhardt (KE4QNE) 

Eddie Geike (AK4WM) 

Scott Hartlage (KF4PWI) 

John Kludt (K4SQC) 

Karen Kregel (KC6JCX) 

Louis Manglass Jr (NY4F) 

Robert Powers (KK4LDG) 

Karen Prescott (KJ4VQI) 

Chiyoko Rasser (KJ4WEL) 

Richard Rohrer (KC3EF) 

Donald Ruane (KK4JJP) 

Nancy Sanctuary (KD4MZI) 

Jack Shipley (W4UVQ) 

Louis Shulman (KJ4DRW) 

Bill Stewman (W5RQR) 

Robert Stranyak (KK4KIL) 

Gerard Verly (KC4ZHZ) 

Nova Whatley (KF4HLG)  

         
Kyle Albritton, W4KDA, GARS President, called the meeting 

to order at 7:00pm at the EAA building. 

 

Introductions of first time visitors and others present. 

 

Membership – Dave Bruse, W4DTR, reported the following: 

Hansel Johnson III, K9TKL, new member 

GARS  has 221 active members 

 

 Treasurer’s Report – Ralph Pickwick, KJ4CNC 

 

Program Manager – Sandy Jackson, KJ4DRO, announced: 

November's program will be "Operation Safe Holi-

days and Basic Crime Prevention ". 

December will be the Holiday party. 

 

Program was "The Massive Homebrew Show and Tell" 

 ———————Break ——————— 

David Adcock, KA4KKF, reminded everyone that GARS 

needs volunteers at the Stone Mountain Hamfest on Nov 

3rd and 4th to help with the youth lounge, GARS table 

inside/outside and back gate.  If you want to sell equip-

ment at the outside GARS table, then label it with name, 

callsign, price and cell#. 

 

Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV, reminded everyone that HamJam 

will be held on Nov. 10th from 9:00-12:30 at Georgia 

Gwinnett College in the LVIS room. 

 

Steve Back, WB2OGY, reminded everyone that JOTA will be  

held on Oct 20th from 9am-3pm.  It will be located at the 

VFW at 368 Grayson Hwy.  Steve needs volunteers to 

help run HF stations and help teach the radio merit 

badge. 

 

GARS Ham-Of-The-Year nominations can be emailed to 

Kyle, W4KDA, at w4kda@arrl.net 

 

The GARS Holiday party will be Dec 7th at the EAA building.  

Tickets can be purchased from the GARS website,  Tick-

ets are $12 for adults and $8 for children 

 

There will be a GARS LED Christmas Tree kit build on Oct 

27th at 10am at the EAA building.  The cost is $12 for 

GARS members and $15 for all others.  Signup with 

Norm or Kyle. 

 

Prize Drawing 

 

There were 73 attendees at the meeting. 

 

Meeting ended at 8:55 pm 

 

 Hal Collier  W4IGE, Secretary 

 Monthly club meeting is the 2nd  

Tuesday of the month at 7pm  
  

 Every Monday at 8pm: GARS Want, 

Swap, Sell, and Information Net on  

     the GARS 2-meter repeater 
 

 Every Thursday at 9pm: GARS Round 

Table Net, 2 & 6 Meters 
 

 Every Saturday at 7:30am: GARS 

Weekly Family Breakfast, Golden  

Corral Restaurant, Riverside Drive,  

Lawrenceville 

GARS Recurring Calendar 

Meeting Minutes  
GARS General Meeting Oct. 9th, 2012 
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 FOR SALE — Classifieds 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS NOVEMBER 2012 

 

New feature! 
 

    FOR SALE:  

 Tarheel Model 100 Screwdriver Antenna,  Good Condx.  

     Asking $375  

 Icom 7000 Remote Mounting Kit, NEW, in orig. box.  

     Asking $45  

 Clegg 6’er AM Transceiver.  Collectors Item!  Asking $75 

Contact: Ray N4GYN 770-689-6620 

 

 

If you have something for sale and would like to list it here, 

please send email to editor@gars.org.  Include the following: 

 

 Description: 

 Asking price: 

 Contact Info: 

 

All entries must be received by me (editor@gars.org) by 3 

days BEFORE the first Tuesday of each month for publica-

tion in the GARzette for that month.  

mailto:editor@gars.org
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First Tuesday 
Kennehoochee ARC 

Downtown Marietta 

Fire Statioin #1, Training Room 

112 Haynes Street 

Marietta, Georgia 30060 

Meeting begins at 7:00pm 

Talk In 146.880(-)  

 

First Thursday 
Atlanta Radio Club 

Georgia Red Cross HQ 

1955 Monroe Dr., Atlanta 

Meeting is at 7:30pm 

Talk In -146.820(-) 

N.E. Georgia ARC 

Commerce Public Library 

Meeting is at 6:30pm 

Talk In - 147.225(+) 

PL 123.0 

 

Second Monday 
Georgia Tech ARC 

Room W218 

Van Leer Electrical 

Engineering Bldg. 

Georgia Tech Campus 

Meeting at 7:00pm 

 

Second Thursday 
Alford Memorial Radio Club 

Annistown Road Baptist Church 

Intersection of Annistown 

Rd & Spain Rd 

Stone Mountain 

Dinner at 6:00pm 

Meeting at 7:30pm 

Talk In - 146.760(-) 

 

Second Saturday 
North GA QRP Club 

Board Room of  The 

Shepherd Center at 

2020 Peachtree Rd, NW, Atlanta 

at 10:00 AM 

 

Third Tuesday 
North Fulton Amateur Radio 

League 

Masonic Lodge 

194 Milton Avenue 

Alpharetta, Georgia 

meeting at 7:30pm 

Talk In - 145.47(-) 

 
For more, go to: http://www.gars.org/ 

 
GARS publishes Metro Atlanta VE 
exam schedules as a service and is not re-
sponsible for errors or changes. Call and 
confirm schedules before going. All ses-
sions are walk-in. Take copies of current 
license and certificate of completed ele-
ments with you to all sessions. Find addi-
tional sessions online at  
http://www.arrl-ga.org. 
 

First Sunday, ODD Months 
2 pm (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, & Nov) 

WCARS VEC 

Braselton Public Utility Building 

4986 Highway 53, Brazelton, GA 

Roger Gibson, WB4T 

(770) 271-4210 or (770) 712-9560 
 
First Sunday, EVEN Months 
2 pm (Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec) 

WCARS VEC 

Johnson High School 

3305 Poplar Springs Rd, Gainsville, GA 

Perry Roper, KO4RD 

(770) 536-3056 
 

Second Saturday, ODD Months 
ARRL VEC 

8:30 a.m. 

Stone Mountain Methodist Church 

5312 West Mountain St. 

Stone Mountain 

Bob Varone, W4ETN 

(770) 978-3179 

 

Second Sunday 
VEC: W5YI 

2 pm   

Gwinnett County Fire Station #5 

3001 Old Norcross Road 

Duluth, GA 30096  

Contact: Dave Bruse, W4DTR 

Email: exams@gars.org  
 
 

Third Saturday 
VEC: W5YI 

3 pm (Except December) 

Auburn City Hall Council Room 

1369 Fourth Avenue 

Auburn, GA 

Steve Donellan, N5SMD 

(404) 520-0368 
 
       (cont. next column) 

We had an excellent exam 
session.  5 out of 9 appli-
cants passed.  We had 7 
applicants and 2 of them 
tried the General exam af-
ter passing the Technician. 
  
Ham exam results: 
  
- 3 new Technicians,  
 2 failed Technicians 
 
- 0 upgraded to General, 
 2 failed General 
 
- 2 upgraded to Extra 
  
  
Thanks to the VE’s who made 
this exam session possible: 
 
- Sid Weaver, N4NQ 
- Dave Bruse, W4DTR 
- Robert Pursley, WD4KQQ 
- Gary Smith, AK4PT 
- Mike Weathers, ND4V 
- Mark Fehlig, WA6NGC 
- Jeff Cutchins - AB4HF 
 

Thanks & 73, 

Sid Weaver, N4NQ  
Email:  exams@gars.org  
 
GARS VE Website: 

Fourth Tuesday 
ARRL VEC 

7 pm @  United Way Service Center 

6279 Fairburn Rd., Douglasville 

Jessie Clower, KB4WFK 
(770) 942-6466 
 

Fourth Sunday  
2:30 pm Georgia Tech  

VanLeer Elec. Building  

Rm. W218, 777 Atlantic Dr.  

See www.w4aql.com  
Alexander G. Carver  

(404) 894-2936  

acarver@ece.gatech.edu  

Metro Testing Sessions Metro Club Meetings Ham Exam Results for  
October, 2012 

http://www.gars.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=80
http://www.arrl-ga.org
mailto:exams@gars.org
mailto:exams@gars.org
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Daily 

146.760 MHz  PL107.2/145.45 Noon Brown Bag Net 
146.790 MHz  PL110.9 8:00 PM Sassafrass Mtn. 
3.795   MHz  6:00 PM WX & Skywarn 
 

Sunday 

7.275 MHz        9:00 AM Georgia Traders Net 
3.975 MHz        5:00 PM Winter PM GA State ARES 
146.520            5:00-6:00 PM Emergency Simplex 
145.450            7:00 PM Alford Mem. RC Roundtable 
147.060+ PL100.0          8:30 PM No. Fulton ARES 
146.820-  PL146.2   7:30 PM Atlanta Radio Club Net 
147.105+ PL100.0 8:30 PM ATL C.A.R.E.S Net 
146.700-  PL123.0 4:30 PM Jasper Radio Club 
50.145 Simplex  9:00 PM Six Meter Net 
 

Monday 

145.450-  PL107.2 8:00 PM Decatur A.R.E.S. Net 
145.470-  PL100.0 8:30 PM North Fulton Tech. Net 
50.235     USB  8:30 PM Regional Six Meter Net 
145.430 - PL107.2 8:00 PM Cherokee ARES 
146.880 - PL100.0 8:00 PM Cobb Co. A.R.E.S. NET 
147.210+ PL162.2  9:00 PM Rockdale Co. ARES 
147.075+ PL  82.5 8:00 PM Gwinnett G.A.R.S. 
147.075+ PL  82.5 9:00 PM Gwinnett A.R.E.S. 
 

Tuesday 

146.625-  PL123.7 8:00 PM S Fulton ARES 
146.895+ PL  77.0  8:00 PM Dallas 
147.240+ PL103.5  8:00 PM Bartow Co. ARES 
147.150+ PL141.3 8:00 PM Forsyth Co. ARES 
 

Wednesday 

145.410 - PL100.0 8:00 PM Chapter 49, QCWA Net 
145.150 - PL167.9 8:00 PM GA Tech Stinger Net . 
146.670 - PL131.0 8 8:00 PM Hall Co. ARES Net 
 

Thursday 

146.955 - PL 77.0   7:00 PM Digital Silver CometARS 
146.955 - PL 77.0   8:00 PM, Paulding ARES. 
145.270 - PL100.0  8:00 PM, Cherokee Am. Radio Soc. 
146.880 - PL100.0  8:30 PM, Kennehoochee ARC Net 
147.225+ PL123.0 8:00 PM, NE GA ARC 
147.150+   no PL 8:00 PM, Swap Net 
147.015-  PL100.0  9:00 PM, N GA Disaster Relief Team 
147.390+ PL131.8  9:00 PM Thomaston Net 
 

Friday 

145.110 - PL 88.5  8:00 PM Douglas Co. ARES 
147.015 - PL100.0  6:00 PM N GA Disaster Net 
146.76  -  PL107.2  Midnight Turnip Truck Net 
 

Saturday 

7.275 MHz 9:00 AM GA Traders Net 
3.857 MHz 9:00 AM Chapter 49, QCWA Net 
146.760-  PL107.2  12:00 AM Midnight Turnip Truck Net 
147.015-  PL100.0  10:00 PM Hoot Owl Net 

New Licenses & Upgrades 

 

2nd Sunday of Every Month  

starting promptly at 2:00 pm 
  
Primary areas served:  Gwinnett County, GA 
and the surrounding area 
Sponsor:  Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society 
(GARS) 
Talk-In:  GARS Repeater on 147.075(+) MHz, 
Tone 82.5 Hz 
 

Location: 
Gwinnett County Fire Station #5  
Community Room — 3001 Old Norcross Road 
Duluth, GA 30096 
Map: http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.9566,
-84.1078 
  

VE Contact: 
Dave Bruse W4DTR 
E-mail: exams@gars.org  
Phone: 770-623-0149 
  

What to bring: 

  A Photo ID. (Driver’s license, Student 
  ID, Passport, Social Security Card) 

  Minors must have 2 forms of ID and 
  SS number. 
  Your original license and two (2) copies 
  of the original license. 

  Your original CSCE and two (2) copies 
  for any outstanding elements passed. 

  A pen and a pencil with eraser. 

  Calculators with memory must be 
  cleared.  Cell phones are not allowed. 

  Current Exam Fee is $14.00. Cash only. 
  Checks are not accepted. 

  Walk-ins are welcome.  
  No pre-registration re-
quired. 
  

VEC: W5YI-VEC 
 

Dave Bruse W4DTR 

METRO ATLANTA AMATEUR RADIO HAM RADIO EXAMS 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.9566,-84.1078
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=33.9566,-84.1078
mailto:exams@gars.org
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Let's Stay Connected! 
 
GARS has an active Yahoo group.  You can subscribe to the group from the 
www.GARS.org web site or by going directly to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GARS/ 
 
GARS also has an active Facebook Group,  http://www.facebook.com/groups/315255321681/   
The Facebook page is a little more social and you might find interesting comments about GARS or amateur radio in 
general.  Join the Facebook Group by  viewing the link mentioned above.   
 
Why join the email or social groups?  Club announcements, last minute ham radio news, information about area club 
meetings and activities, and that piece of radio gear you've been looking for might be listed for sale. 
 
These are your groups and each of you are welcome to post questions or comments relating to amateur radio. Use 
them! 
 

 
Two weekly nets.  Monday evening announcements, want, shop, sell net at 8:00pm and a 
roundtable net on Thursday at 9:00pm.  Both are on the GARS primary repeater frequency.   
 
 
And don't forget  our great monthly newsletter, The GARZETTE, which you are reviewing 
now.   It contains many items of interest to our members and serves as the Official GARS 
publication. 
 

Let's Stay Connected! 

The GARzette 

 

The GARzette is the official monthly newsletter of the Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society, serving its members and other 

persons interested in the advancement of the amateur radio art. 

 

Original articles, art, and photos are invited and encouraged.  Previously copyrighted submissions cannot be accepted for 

reprinting unless permission from the appropriate publisher is provided in writing along with the information being sub-

mitted.  If reprints are from publications allowing their unrestricted use, please include a copy of the printed permission 

contained in the publication. 

 

If possible, bring your articles to the monthly meeting in Microsoft Word or rich text (.rtf) or text or HTML format or by 

email to n4gyn@arrl.net.  Artwork can be accepted in most any graphics format and can be submitted via email to the 

same address. Alternate means of submittal can be arranged when necessary. 

 

In keeping with the amateur radio spirit, permission is hereby granted for the reproduction of The GARzette articles by 

other amateur radio club newsletters provided that proper credit is given to the individual author and The GARzette. 

 

The GARzette is published each month with the assistance of Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV who prints 

copies for distribution at meetings, etc. and Dave Bruse, W4DTR, who distributes the news letter 

electronically.   

 

Deadline for submissions is the 25th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s issue. 

 

For additional information view our Website at:  http://www.gars.org 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Ray Bailey—N4GYN 

770-689-6620 or editor@gars.org  

GARS “CONNECTED” 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GARS/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/315255321681/
http://www.gars.org
mailto:editor@gars.org
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The leading clog-free gutter systems guarantee. You'll never have to clean your gutters again.  Now, you can have clog-free gutters 

and no overshoot, guaranteed. The Real Gutter Protector’s Waterloov® System uses a patented design that slows water more effec-

tively and draws water in more completely, with smaller openings that keep out more debris. It works so well that we simply don't 

get service calls – even on metal or steep roofs, even in the heaviest rain. 

http://www.clogfreegutterprotector.com    Atlanta, Georgia - (770) 630-1582 

Greenville, Anderson, Seneca, South Carolina - (864) 757-4880 

 

 

YOUR AD GOES HERE 

 

Contact Club Secretary 

Ralph Pickwick KF4CJC -  kj4cnc@arrl.net 

For Rates 

http://www.clogfreegutterprotector.com
mailto:kj4cnc@arrl.net


 

 November 2012 - The GARzette - Page 20 

 

 


