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A note from the President ► 

We have had quite an exciting March, and April is shaping up to be a lively one too!  GARS has been proud to 
help Hall and Gwinnett ARES by allowing them to run a very educational series of FLDigi nets on Thursday 
nights on our repeater system.  FLDigi is a really nice program for use in emergency communications as well 
as for serious HF radio play.  It handles logging, rig control, and a multitude of modes such as PSK31, RTTY, 
Olivia, Domino, CW, and a deluge of others.  I am glad we were able to offer our repeater system to ARES for 
their teaching exercises.

Speaking of the repeater, we are linking our 6m and 2m repeaters together now for our Monday night “Want, 
Sell, Swap, and Information Net.”  This is similar to what we do with our Wednesday night “Round Table Net” 
where we discuss interesting things related to ham radio.

The GARS executives voted unanimously to make a $100 donation to the 3W6C DXpedition.  SEDXC in 
combination with long time DXpeditioner (I may have just made up a new word!) Bob Allphin K4UEE, are 
helping to activate this DX entity, which is the 38th most needed entity in the Eastern United States.  Both 
SEDXC and Bob Allphin have been good to GARS over the years, and it was our pleasure to return the favor 
and help to make this DXpedition a reality.  http://www.3w6c.qrv.ch/ for more information.

GARS now has a great new website.  It has a fresh new look.  Please take a look at http://www.gars.org/ and 
let us know what you think.

After many years at the same location, our traditional Field Day location will be under construction and we 
have been forced to move.  We tentatively have a new location chosen, so please check back with us as the 
date approaches for final information on the exact location.

The Georgia QSO party is coming up on April 10th and 11th.  We have a group of GARS members going 
down and activating Greene county and representing us remotely.  Everyone is welcome to come with us and 
participate from down there.  If you cannot come to Greene county, then please work us on HF from home.  
http://gqp.contesting.com/

Finally, we have a great program coming up in April, when our own Joel W4JOL will be putting on a program 
about Search And Rescue and emergency communications.  There will be a demonstration by a SAR dog, and 
a guest speaker will talk about SAR operations in Haiti.

Thanks to all our members, past and present for making GARS the GREAT organization that it is.

73,Kyle, W4KDA
 

New Column in this issue!
On the  
World Wide Web! 
We’ll help you find 
interesting articles 
and other types of 
information on the 
Web.
Do you have 
something you would 
like mentioned, just 
drop a note to  
nd4v@arrl.net



GARS VE Testing News►

On the third Sunday of March 
(3/21) GARS held their regular 
monthly VE testing session at the 
Lawrenceville Masonic Lodge.  
Despite the rain, we had 4 appli-
cants and everyone passed!  We 
now have 3 new Technicians and 
1 upgrade to General among our 
ranks.  The following VE’s were 
there to make this possible:  Frank 
Sauciunas - KF4TQV, John Kludt 
- K7SYS, David Bruse - W4DTR, 
Bill Cherepy - WB4WTN, Royce J. 
Stovall - KD4EXY, and Brian Page 
- N4TRB.

Additionally, Will Perkins - W1ZRV 
taught a Technician HamCram 
class on Saturday, March 27th 
which the GARS VE team attended 
to hold a special VE session at the 
end of his class.  There were 14 
people who took Will’s class and 
the Technician exam, and 13 of 
them passed!  Nice going Will!  We 
also had one additional applicant 
who didn’t take Will’s class but just 
came for the testing session and 
upgraded to General.  The follow-
ing VE’s were there to make this 
possible:  David Bruse - W4DTR, 
Bill Cherepy - WB4WTN, Mark Fe-
hlig - WA6NGC, and Mike Weath-
ers - ND4V.

As a reminder, this year we will not 
be holding a VE testing session 
on Father’s Day, June 20.  If you 
have any questions about taking 
an exam, or if you are interested in 
becoming a VE, please feel free to 
contact me - my call sign at ARRL.
NET.

73 - Dave Bruse (W4DTR).
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On the World Wide Web►  by Mike Weathers, ND4V

AC6V.com has to be one of my favorite web sites.  According to 
Alexa.com which gathers site statistics, this the number five visited 
ham radio site on the web.  It has over 133 pages, 6000 links, 
and 700+ ham radio topics.  Rod Dinkins, AC6V went silent key in 
February 2008 but the site and his call sign live on.  The site is 
maintained by his son, Jeff Dinkins now AC6V. 

Need a copy of PART 97 regulations?  Visit the ARRL website http://
www.arrl.org/FandES/field/regulations/news/part97/

Still need North Dakota for your worked all states? 
obriensweb.com/sked is a website where you can meet like minded 
hams who are trying to collect WAS, DXCC, VUCC and other awards 
via the Log Book of the World.  You will be asked to login.  When you 
do, your call and state will appear in an info box.  At the bottom of 
the screen is an input box where you can type a message.  If you see 
that KD4POJ in North Dakota is logged on, you simply type:
KD4POJ can you meet me on 14.070?

It’s a friendly bunch and he’ll probably tell you to start calling him.  I 
was amazed to find that most of the guys upload to LOTW after every 
contact.   

Worked H44MS and have no idea how to get a QSL card from him? 
Go to   http://www.ik3qar.it/manager/ In the search box enter 
H44MS and you’ll see that DL2GAC is the manager and his address is 
there too!  This site is particularly helpful where the route changes.  
For example through 2000, TI8N was via Kecko Diaz, TI5KD. However, 
beginning in 2001 Joe Acure, W3HNK took over the duties.  Not 
everyone is there, but you’ll be amazed at the number you can find.

Know of an interesting amateur radio web site?  Send a note to Mike, 
ND4V@arrl.net 



My Start in Amateur Radio by David Harden KJ4CMY Part 2

Later, as our family lived overseas, I enjoyed short wave even more.  In some of my military 
duties across Europe, I was deployed to areas where there was nothing in English avail-
able locally. Short wave was the only way to hear anything on the radio in English.
 
    When I was in Cub Scouts, they had a project of 
building a one-tube radio, and a two-tube radio.  I do 
not remember them working, but I do remember other 
radio projects working.  We built a crystal diode radio, 
and it picked up a local station without any batteries.  
That was fascinating!  One other time, we built a radio 
using an old razor blade, a lead pencil point and a 
safety pin as a detector.  That worked, and it fascinated 
me.  I later checked out a book from the school library 
on electronics, Using Electronics, by Harry M. Zarchy.  
It was a book that would shape my life. They had 
schematics in there for one-transistor radios.  They 
worked even better than the diode radios.  They were 
much louder which meant you didn't have to strain to 
hear the station.  By now, I was hooked.  I had that book 
out for the better part of a year.  Later, my father helped 
me build an AM radio transmitter. I had a lot of fun with 
that.  It was to later change my life.

     I was amazed that I could hear someone speaking through a razor blade and a pencil 
point.  I would tune in the AM radio at night and listen to stations over a thousand miles 
away.  It was sort of natural that I wanted to be one of those announcers.  It has always 
been a dream, even though I lacked the talent to do so. I had little interest in short wave 
radio while growing up

	 One time, we had a ham radio operator at our Cub Scout meeting.  He brought his 
HF setup and with the antenna on the back of his car, he was able to work several states,  I 
thought that was “cool”,  

Part 3 next month, or view the complete story on the web. http://w4gr.net/stories/KJ4CMY.pdf
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Gwinnett ARES Weekly Training Net► 
each Monday evening at 9:00pm GARS Repeater 147.075+ (82.5 PL).   
Regular meetings on the fourth Tuesday each month.



 
BSA Venture Crew 73 Wants You► 

If you are between 14 and 21 years old, enjoy outdoor
activities and have an interest in radio technology,  
Venture Crew 73 is for you.
• Venture Crews are part of the Boy Scouts of America.
• Venture crew 73 is chartered by the Gwinnett Amateur
Radio Society.
• Venture crew 73 is coed.
• Meetings are on the second Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m., at the St. Marguerite D’Youville Catholic
Church, 85 Gloster Rd. NW, Lawrenceville, GA 30044.
• Crew 73 is a youth-run organization, which means
that our Crew President and other youth plan the Crew’s
outings and activities each month. We enjoy:
o Camping      o Hiking    
o Horse Back Riding          o Shooting Sports
• Crew activities usually mix high adventure and the
use of amateur radio.
• For more information, either show up at our next
meeting or contact:
Steve Back, WB2OGY,  
Venture Crew 73 Committee Chairman
o Phone: 770-712-9069
o Email: committeechair@venturecrew73.org
or Jeff Lee, AF4JL, Venture Crew 73 Advisor
o Phone: 678-475-3165
o Email: advisor@venturecrew73.org
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Mark your calendars 
for the April 13th 
GARS meeting. This 
one you won’t want 
to miss!► 
 
The topic for the evening is 
Communications in Search and 
Rescue and Joel Barrett will 
be bringing in the Alpha Team 
Search and Rescue (ATSAR) K9 
search team to speak on several 
topics. We’ll start off with 
ATSAR’s Susie Braswell giving 
a presentation on SAR efforts 
performed while she was in 
Haiti. Then ATSAR K9 Handlers 
will perform a mock search using 
air scent dogs. Next Joel Barrett 
(GARS Net Manager) will discuss 
communication solutions and 
typical equipment ATSAR carries 
in the field. Last, ATSAR officers 
will discuss a recent callout and 
the challenges the team faces.
 

We expect this to be an engaging 
presentation that generates lots 
of questions.  
 
Hope you can make it!

A Great March 
Program►
Radio 
Communications 
Today by 1LT George 
Allen and SSG 
Anthony Daniel of the 
420 Signal Company, 
560th BFSB



Field Day 2010  
by David Adcock, KA4KKF

Field Day Chairman
 

We’re moving to ... 
Sweetwater Park

3310 Summit Ridge Parkway 
Duluth, GA 30096

This year will bring change to GARS annual Field Day. We will be at a new location with new challenges.  The 
location is closer to Lilburn area and where we hold our Club meetings.  The reason for the move is Rhodes-Jordan 
Park will be renovated starting June 1st. It will be a contruction zone and no one allow inside.  So we can look back 
on the past 13 years at the park with fond memories of great Field Days.
   
Maybe we’ll be able to use the new location for the next 13 years.

This pavallion will be newer and accomdate more people. We should be able to get 8 stations under it with no 
problem and still have 15 feet or so of separation. Plus this does not include the centrally located gathering place to 
meet and eat.  If you have a chance, stop by and wonder around the park.
  		
We are looking to operate 8 ALPHA again this year.  We will have 75 phone, 40 phone, 40 cw, 40 psk,  20 phone, 20 
psk, 15 phone, 10 phone,  (6m vhf, Satellite).   

We’ll need your help in manning these stations for the 24 hour period. 
We need an experienced Satellite operator to snag a couple of passes too. Please send me an email if you want to help 
in any capacity.
Look for upcoming information on how you can help with GARS Field Day 
 



March 2010 GARS General Meeting	 				    March 9, 2010

1.	 Kyle Albritton, W4KDA, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
2.	 Introductions by members present were made.
3.	 Kyle Albritton, W4KDA announced:
a.	 Apparel orders will now goto Ralph Pickwick, KJ4CNC, Treasurer
b.	 Board voted to give $100 from the general fund to the 3W6C DXpedition operating out of Con Co 
Island(AS-185) in Vietnam
c.	 Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV will be chairman for Techfest 2010
d.	 GARS Scholarship fund started in 2001 will be managed by ARRL
e.	 David Adcock, KA4KKF has created new GARS website
f.	 GARS now has a facebook page
g.	 Dorothy Jubon, N2DLJ will be GARS Public Information Officer(PIO)
h.	 Susan Swiderski, AF4FO has volunteered to be the club historian
4.	 Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV announced details regarding GARS participation on the GA QSO party April 10 
& 11
5.	 Committee reports:
a.	 Treasurer – Ralph Pickwick, KJ4CNC, reported on account balances:
i.	 Checking Account - $3629.21
ii.	 Money Market - $2355.74
iii.	 CD – $6159.97
iv.	 PayPal - $17.00
v.	 Cash on hand - $24.00
b.	 Program Manager – Sandy Jackson, KJ4DRO, announced information about the program for the April 
meeting.  Program will be on Search and Rescue.  Joel Barrett, W4JOL, will talk about SAR communications 
and equipment.  Canine handlers from Alpha SAR team will demonstrate canine search techniques and talk about 
SAR experiences from Haiti. 
c.	 Membership – Bill Cherepy, WB4WTN, had the following applications for membership:
i.	 Kevin Whitney, KJ4SUJ, technician class
ii.	 Philip McCleary, N4LNE, general class
iii.	 Alvin Hartley, KJ4QIA, technician class
All were voted into full membership.
d.	 Repeater – David Adcock, KA4KKF, reported that the repeater controller is still not as completely stable 
as we would like.
e.	 VE Teams – Dave Bruse, W4DTR, reported that there were several upgrades and new hams from the last 
VE test session.
f.	 Steve Back, WB2OGY, Venture Crew 73 Charter rep. made a report about the Scout Centennial service 
project.  Several amateur radio operators assisted in communications for the event.
6.	 Earl Whatley, AF4FG, announced that buckets were needed for the Dacula Memorial Day parade.
7.	 Break
8.	 Bill Cherepy, WB4WTN, introduced 1st LT George Allen and SSG Anthony Daniel from the 420th Signal 
Company of the Georgia Army National Guard.  They presented a program on Military Communications.
9.	 The program for next month will be on Search and Rescue.
10.	 Prize drawings were held.
11.	 Field Day will be at Sweetwater Park – 800 Bethesda School Road, Lawrenceville, GA 30044 on June 26 
& 27
12.	 The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.



Anonymous Donation made to GARS ARRL Scholarship Fund.

As you will read in the note below, GARS Scholarship Fund is the 
recipient of a $5000.00 donation.  This should serve as a reminder to 
anyone needing to make donations, or set up a trust.   
GARS is a 501c3.  As always, consult your tax or estate consultant 
for specific details.
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The Georgia QSO Party►
What?  It’s a party. It’s a contest.  

When: April 11 and 12 1800Z Saturday until 0359Z Sunday and 1400Z to 2359Z on Sunday 

Where: From your main station, portable station, or mobile (rover) station. 

Objective: Work as many stations as you can 

Why:  Prizes and certificates. 

See:  http://gqp.contesting.com  (there ain’t no www in this link….)
Did you know that Georgia has more counties than any state other than Texas? It’s true and 
there are many stations out there who want to work all of them.  Trouble is that there are a 
number of Georgia counties that don’t have any hams in them.  
The Georgia QSO party is an opportunity for us in Georgia to host an event in which we try 
to activate a station in every Georgia County.  The sponsors (South East Contest Club and 
Southeastern DX Club) provide plaques for out of state stations that score highest in their 
division.  In-state operator compete for certificates and plaques too.  Details on the website.  
By the way, just cause you’re in state, doesn’t mean you can’t snag some of those rare 
counties for your own log.   

One can compete as either a high power, low power, or QRP station. One can dedicate 
themselves to a mode: phone or cw. One can pick a favorite band … 6m thru 160.  The 
contest exchange is short and sweet.  Georgia stations give a signal report and their county 
(abbreviation on CW). The abbreviation for Gwinnett is GWIN. If you are adventurous, there 
are a few counties that still don’t have announced activity. 

Because Georgia is the largest state east of the Mississippi, the rovers usually need some time 
to get in place.  Therefore the contest starts on Saturday at 2 pm local time and ends at bed 
time.   Sunday, it picks back up at 10 am and runs until 8 PM.  
 
The GA QSO party is one of the best in the country.  There are some serious county hunters 
all over the world who scope out the routes that the rovers have planned and they plug them 
into mapping programs to figure when someone will be in Twiggs or Jeff Davis or … you get 
the idea.   

Reserve an hour that weekend and call CQ GQP.  Listen for Paul Newberry (N4PN) operating 
cw mobile at 30 wpm and 60 mph (or is that the other way around?)  Listen for DL3GA calling 
CQ GA, CQ GA and chasing down the tough ones. 

Last but not least, listen for W4GR operating from GREE – work us. Big prize to the club 
member who works us on the most bands and modes.

GEORGIA QSO PARTY 2010
APRIL 10 AND 11

Annually, the second full weekend of April
There are two operating periods:

1800Z Saturday until 0359Z Sunday
1400Z to 2359Z on Sunday
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Metro Atlanta VE Exam Schedule►.
GARS publishes Metro Atlanta VE
exam schedules as a service and is
not reponsible for errors or changes.
Call and confirm schedules before
going. All sessions are walk-in. Take
copies of current license and certificate
of completed elements with you
to all sessions. Find additional sessions
online at www.arrl-ga.org.
 
 
First Saturday, Even Months
9 a.m.
EOC Building
Butch Nitz, AF4FS
(770) 968-8780 

First Wednesday 7 p.m.
ARRL/VEC
Roberts School
4681 School Street, Acworth
Jodi Escher AG4BK
(770) 387-1591 

Second Saturday, Odd Months
ARRL VEC 8:30 a.m.
Stone Mountain Methodist Church
5312 West Mountain St.
Stone Mountain
Bob Varone, W4ETN
(770) 978-3179 

Third Saturday
CA VEC 9 a.m.
Marietta First United Meth. Church
Room 305,
56 Whitlock Ave.
Marietta
David Still, WB4RRD
(707)973-2566 

Fourth Tuesday
ARRL VEC 7 p.m.
United Way Service Center
6279 Fairburn Rd.
Douglasville 

Third Sunday
W5YI VEC 3-5 p.m
Lawrenceville Masonic Lodge
465 S. Perry St.
Lawrenceville, GA 30044
(770-963-5721
.

Fourth Sunday
2:30 p.m.
Georgia Tech
VanLeer Elec. Building
Rm. W218
77 Atlantic Dr.
www.w4aql.com
Alexander G. Carver
(404)894-2936
acarver@ece.gatech.edu

Third Saturday of every month 
Barrow Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services Club
@ 3PM – except December
Auburn City Hall Council Room at 
1369 Fourth Ave., Auburn, GA
Contact: STEVE DONELLAN - 
N5SMD (404) 520-0368
Email: n5smd@att.net 
www.barrowhamradio.org

Metro Club Meetings ►
First Tuesday
Kennehoochee ARC
Southern Polytechnic
State University
Meeting begins at 7:30 PM
Talk In 146.880(-) 

Second Monday
Georgia Tech ARC
Room W218
Van Leer Electrical
Engineering Bldg.
Georgia Tech Campus
Meeting at 7:00 PM 

First Thursday
Atlanta Radio Club
Georgia Red Cross HQ
1955 Monroe Dr., Atlanta
Meeting is at 7:30 PM
Talk In -146.820(-)
N.E. Georgia ARC
Commerce Public Library
Meeting is at 6:30 PM
Talk In - 147.225(+)
PL 123.0 

Second Thursday
Alford Memorial Radio Club
Annistown Road Baptist
Church
Intersection of Annistown
Rd & Spain Rd
Stone Mountain
Dinner at 6:00 PM
Meeting at 7:30 PM
Talk In - 146.760(-) 

Third Tuesday
North Fulton Amateur
Radio League
Masonic Lodge
194 Milton Avenue
Alpharetta, Georgia
meeting at 7:30 PM
Talk In - 145.47(-) 

Second Saturday
North GA QRP Club
Shepherd Center 10:00

 
GARS Sponsored VE Testing 

These tests are given at 3:00p.m. 
on the third Sunday of every
month except December.
If you want to take a test, you 
should bring a photo ID (e.g. 
driver’s license, student ID, etc.), 
your original license (if you have 
one) and a copy of the license, as 
well as original CSCE and copy for 
prior elements passed. Minors must 
have two forms of ID and a Social 
Security number. Be sure to
bring a pen and pencil with eraser, 
a calculator with its memory 
cleared, and an exam fee of $14 
cash (checks are not accepted). 
Walk-ins are welcome.
No pre-registration is required.
73,
Frank Sauciunas, KF4TQV
Webmaster: Lawrenceville
Masonic Lodge No. 131
Lodge web page: http://lvlodge131.
org
Email: kf4tqv@charter.net
http://webpages.charter.net/kf4tqv
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John, KI4LMA     Bill, W5RQR     David, AI4XL     Tom, KB4HQA    
Dale, W4GCL      Jim, N1ABM     Josh, W4JDH      Brian, WD4DX

Mark Holmes
Manager
KJ4VO

6071 Buford Highway
Atlanta, GA 30340 (Doraville)
770-263-0700  1-800-444-7927
Fax: 770-263-9548
e-mail: atlanta@hamradio.com
hours: 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.

Alinco
Icom
Japan Radio Corp.
Premier
ADI
Yaesu
Alpha Delta
Arrow
Butternut
Create
Kenwood
Tarheel
Heil
West Mountain

Cushcraft
Diamond
Force 12
Hustler
Hy-Gain (Telex)
KLM
Larsen
M2
Valor
Van Gorden
MFJ
Ameritron
Comet

GWINNETT COLLISION
CENTER, INC.

305 Sharon Ind. Way
Suwanee, Georgia 30024

(770) 945-0161
Import and Domestic

Unibody and Frame Repair

Marty Fowler, KE4MLH        Mark Justice

mailto:atlanta%40hamradio.com?subject=
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Gwinnett Amateur Radio 
Society

P.O. Box 88
Lilburn, GA 30048

PRUDENTIAL
GEORGIA
REALTY

SHARON ADCOCK

404-428-9127

sharonadcock@mindspring.com

You need an expert on your team 
when buying or selling real estate.

10+ years experience of listening 
and filling YOUR needs.

GARS Special-
ist

Top Negotiator

Helping hams with the sale and 
purchase of their properties takes 
extra time, effort and dedication. 
Not every agent is willing to make 

that commitment. Call me for when 
you or your friends and family are 

ready to make a move.
* * References available upon request.

www.sharonadcock.prudentialgeorgia.com

GARS Recurring 
Calendar

• Monthly club 
meeting is the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month 
at 7 PM.

Check the website 
for location.

• Every Monday at 8 
PM local time: GARS 
Want, Swap, Sell, and 
Information Net on 
the GARS 2 meter 
repeater.

• Every Wednesday 
at 9 PM local time: 
GARS 6 meter net on 
the GARS 6 meter 
repeater.

• Every Saturday at 
7:30 AM local time: 
GARS Weekly Family 
Breakfast, Golden 
Corral Restaurant, 
Riverside Drive, 

mailto:sharonadcock%40mindspring.com?subject=GARzette%20ad
http://www.sharonadcock.prudentialgeorgia.com
http://www.gars.org

